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And whatſoever thou ſhalt bind on 
earth, ſhall be bound in heaven : 


_ hall be looſed in heaven. 
| Moreover, If thy brother ſhall treſpaſs [a- xvii 


| gainſt thee] go nd tell. him his Ge hens 16, 17,18, 


thee and him alone. If he ſhall hear thee, thou 
haft gained thy brother. Bur if he will not hear 
thee, then take with thee one or two more, that 
in the mouth of two or three witneſſes every 
word may be eſtabliſhed. And if he ſhall neg- 
lect to hear them, tell it unto the Church. But 
if he ſhall negle& to hear the Church, let him 
be unto thee as an heathen man, and a publican. 
Verily I fay unto you, Whatſoever ye ſhall bind 
on earth, ſhall be bound in heaven: and what- 
ſoever ye ſhall looſe on earth, ſhall be looſed in 

B heaven. 


and whatſoever thou ſhalt looſe on 


Es WILL give unto thee [Peter] the Mart. xvi. 
keys of the Kingdom of Heaven: 19. 


i. 15. 


John XX. 


21, 22, 23. — mow 


Actsxvi. ö. 


Ver. 19. 


Ver. 23. 


to us, to lay upon you no 


(2) 


heaven. TRE. 


N. A A his laſt verſe in St. Fobn 
the foregoing text in St. Matthew, and lets us 
know that, in our Saviour's own expoſition, 4 


ſins is meant retaining, and by 


porary | 
Phraſes in the very ſame ſenſe: which take in the 
words of my own Note on The War, I. 3. Here 
< we have the oldeſt and moſt authentick Feil 
< expoſition of binding and looſing, for puniſhing 
or abſolving men; not for declaring actions 
C e ufd 
8 2 1 3 vainly pos. . 

the Apoſtles and Elders b e 
for to conſider of this matter. 

Wherefore my ſentence is, that we trouble not 
them which from among the Gentiles are turned 
to God, Sc. 

They wrote letters by Paul and Barnabas, 
 Barſabas and Silas, after this manner: The A 
ſtles, and Elders, and Brethren [N. B.] ſend 
greeting unto the Brethren which are of the Gen- 
tiles, in Antioch, and Syria, and Cilicia, c. 

For it ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt, and 
greater burden than 
[See the parallel Hi- 


the Apoſtles, but ſome- 


theſe neceſſary things, &c. 
ſtory of this firſt Council of 


what more full, in the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, 
And 


vi. 12.] 


(3) 

And as Paul and Silas went 
ties, they delivered them the decrees for to keep, 
that were ordained of the Apoſtles and Elders 
which were at Jeruſalem. 

As touching 
have written and concluded, that they obſerve 
no ſuch ſcircumciſion, and ceremonial laws. ] 
See Horeb covenant reviv'd, 


through the ci- xvi. 4. 


the Gentiles which believe, we xxi. 25. 


throughout. 
It is reported commonly, that there is fornica- ; Cor. v. 


tion among 
as is not ſo much as named among the Gentiles , 
that one ſhould have his father's wife. And ye 
are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, 
that he that hath done this thing might be taken 
away from among you. Forl verily, as abſent 
in body, but preſent in ſpirit, have judged al- 
ready, as tho I were preſent, concerning him 
that hath ſo done this deed. In the name of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when ye are gathered together, 
and my ſpirit, with the of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, to deliver ſuch an one unto Satan, for 
the deſtruction of the fleſh ; that the ſpirit may 
be ſaved in the day of our Lord Feſus, Se. 


you; and ſuch fornication [inceſt] 1—5. 


Therefore put away from yourſelves that wick- yer. 15. 


ed yon. See 2 Cor. ii. 6—11. 

This ultimate end of all Chriſtian Diſci- 
pline, the reformation and falvation of the of- 
fenders, has ever been ſo known and acknow- 
ledged by the Church, that the uſual form is 
ſtill continued in our Eccleſiaſtical Courts. In- 
ſomuch, that when they upon antichri- 
ſtian principles, and [ignorantly] perſecute or 

men for true Chriſtianity itſelf, it 1s even 
then to be done obmeram animarum 
ſalutem; for nothing elſe but the ſalvation of their 
fouls. | 

B 2 If 


1 Car. xvi. 
22. 


Ver. 14, 


(4) 


If any man love not the Lord Jeſus Chrift ; [if 
he be an open enemy of our Lord's; ] let him be 
Anathema. Maran-Atha, Accu The Lord 
cometh. 

N. B. Since all theſe Anathemas, or Excom- 
munications, and Divine Judgments that ſome- 
time followed them in the days of the Apoſtles, 
as we have juſt now ſeen, were directly intended 
for the reformation and falvation of meg, it 
ſeems to me not improbable, that theſe words 
Maran-atha, or the Lord comes, were only a 
part of the form of the teſt excommuni- 
cation among the Jeus in the times of the New 


Teftament ; and implyed no more than ſuch a 


denunciation of a divine puniſhment at the great 


day upon impenitent ſinners, as St. Jude quotes 
from Zoch: Behold the Lord cometh with ten 


thouſands of his ſaints, to execute judgment upon all 
the ungodly, Sc. Nor am I farisfied that the im- 
perative or optative mood of the Helleniſtick 
dialect, is, in ſuch caſes, more than declarative, 
or a denunciation that ſuch puniſhments would 
certainly come upon the wicked that were impe- 
nitent at the day of judgment; without any far- 
ther proper wiſhes or deſires of the or 
Apoſtles that ſo it might be. Certainly what 
curſes, as we underſtand them, the Septuaginr 
interpreters, whoſe ſtile is perpetually imitated 


by all the Apoſtolical Writers, have put into the 


CIX® Palm, in the imperative or optative 


3 Tim. iv. 


mood, are almoſt always in the future tenſe of 
the indicative, and fo no more than declarative, in 
the Hebrewv original. Certainly, what we render in 
our St. Paul, The Lord reward Alexander the 
Copperſmith, who did bim much evil, according to 


bis works, as optative, could not well be more than 
denunciative, ſince, in the next verſe but * 


(5) 


the ſame Sr. Paul ſpeaks in quite another man- ; 
ner, upon no a cs. At my firſt An. Ver. 16. 
fewer no man ſtoad with me, —— 
may it nat be laid to their charge. 
1 told you before, and foretel you as if I were i Cor. ll 
preſent the ſecond time, and abſent now 12 
write to them which heretofore have ſinned, and 
to all others, that if I come. again I will not 


ſpare. : 
| Therefore I write theſe things being abſent, ver. 10. 
leſt being preſent I ſhould uſe accord- 


ing to the power which the Lord hath given me, 
to edification, and not to deſtruction. 

But tho? we, or an Angel from heaven, preach Gal. i. 8 
any other Goſpel unto you than that which we 
have preached unto you, let him be anatbema, 
[excommunicated. ] nga. games ſo fa 
now again ; if any one preach any 6 ok 
unto you than that ye have n let him be 
anatbema, [excommunicared. ] 

Now we command you brethren, in the name 2 Thef. 
of our Lord Jeſus Chest, that ye withdraw your- iii. 6. 
ſelves from every brother that walketh diforder- 
ly, and not after the tradition which ye received 
ot us. | 
And if any man obey not our word by this epi- ver. 14, 
ſtle, note that man, and have no company with 15. 
him, that he may be aſhamed. Yet count him 
not as an enemy, but admoniſh him as a. bro- 
ther. [See the like injunctions taken out of the 
Apoſtolical — as alſo out of Igna- 
tius's and Polycary's Epiſtles, hereafter.] 

Of whom is s and Alexander whom Tim. i. 
I have deliver'd up unto Satan, thae they may 20. 
learn not to blaſpheme. 

From ſuch withdraw thyſelf. 8 5. 


, 
1 


(6) 
Tit. iii. - A man that is an Heretick, after the firſt and 
- ſecond admonition, reject, knowing that he that 
is ſuch is ſubverted, and ſinneth, being con- 
demned of himſelf. 

N. B. What Hereticks were in the days of the 
Apoſtles, every one may eaſily know from the 
Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, L. VI. C. 4—18. and 
L. VII. 39, 40, 41. viz. Thoſe that having 
d themſelves Chriſtians, and given their 
open aſſent to all the fundamental doctrines of 
Chriſtianity, in which they had been inſtructed 
before their baptiſm, and yet did afterward, in 
direct contradiftion to » and to their 
common Chriſtianity, openly and impiouſly re- 
nounce or deny ſome of thoſe fundamentals, were 
properly ſelf-condemned bereticks. Thoſe that 
nn NT > ew on 
prof 


were indeed almoſt always very wicked and 
igate perſons alſo. But ſtill the formal na- 
ture of their Hereſy was in impiouſly denying, or 
publickly oppoſing the fundamental doctrines of 
their common Chriſtianity, and introducing o- 

ther pernicious opinions, in order to confound 

them. 

2 Johnny. If there come any unto you, and bring not 
10, 11. this doctrine, receive him not into your houſe, 
neither bid him, God ſpeed. For he that bid- 
deth him, God ſpeed, is partaker of his evil 


Apoc. II. I know thy works, [to the Church of Epheſus] 
2. and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou 
canſt not bear them which are evil. And thou 
haſt tried them which ſay they are Apoſtles and 
are not, and haſt found them liars. | 
Ver.6. But this thou haſt, that thou hateſt the deeds 
of the Nicolaitans, which I alſo hate. 


But 


(7) 


But I have a few things againſt thee, [to the Ver. 14» 
Church of Pergamus)] becauſe thou haſt there 5. 


them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who 
taught Balak to caſt a ſtumbling block before the 
children of [7ae!, to eat things facrificed to idols, 
and to commit fornication. , So haſt thou alfo 
them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, 
which I hate. [See tbe accounts of the do- 
Arines and practices of theſe Nicolaitans, who wers 
among the vileſt of the old Hereticks, in the Appen- 
dix to my Commentary on the three Epiſtles of Si. 
John, 103—106.] 

Notwi ing I have a few 
thee, [to the Church of Thyatira,] becauſe thou 
ſuffi that woman Fezebel, which calleth her- 
ſelf a prophereſs, to teach, and to ſeduce my ſer- 
vants to commit fornication, and wo car rl 
ſacrificed to idols. 

Let us now ſee a famous example of the Abuſe 
of this power of excommunication, or ex 
of Preſbyters, in the Church of Corinth, from 
St. Clements feſt or larger Epiſtle, as follows. 
Wherefore we cannot think that thoſe may 1 Clem» 
juſtly be thrown out of their miniſtry, who were 9 . 
cither appointed by the Apoſtles, or 
by other eminent men [their companions] with 
the conſent of the whole church, and 'who have, 
with all lowlineſs and innocency, miniſtred to the 
flock of Chrift in peace, and without ſelf-intereſt, 
and were for a long time commended by all. For 
it would be no ſmall fin in us ſhould we caft off 
thoſe from their miniſtry, who holily, and with- 
out blame, have offered the gifts of che 
Bleſſed are thoſe prieſts, who having 
| their courſe before heſe times, have obtained a 


againſt Ver. 2g, 


fruicful and perfect diſſolution, For they have 
no fear leſt any one ſhould turn them out "I 
P 


$ 54- 


(8) 
which was allotted for them. But we ſee 
w you have put-out ſome who lived reputably 
you from that miniſtry, which by their 
innocency they had adorn'd. 
Wo is there you that is ? 
Who that is onate? Who that has any 
charity ? Let him ſay, If this ſedition, this con- 
tention, and theſe ſchiſms be upon my account, 
I am ready to depart, to go away whitherſoever 
ye pleaſe, and do * the multitude ſhall 
command me : Only let the flock of Chriſt be in 
prone, with the Preſbyters that are ſet over it. 
N. B. It appears by theſe and other places of 


| Chriſtian Antiquity, 'that the body of the Laity 


Denn, made a part of the Church Conſiſtories 
cityz and that their conſent was nece 
boch in the election, and in the expulſion of their 
Eccleſiaſtical Governors. Nor had thoſe fatal 
and antichriſtian pretences been then ſtarted, as 
if be Clergy might alone be ſtiled the Church; 
and that new Canons and Laws might be made 
by the Clergy alone, and might oblige the whole 


church, without the concurrence of the laity. 


A 09 ys not the doctrine of the moſt primitive 


Ch. 11. 


y one be convicted of having done a wick- 


Io As the tibop net boblly rent fach, 


bpon full conviction ; unleſs they change their 
courſe of lite, 


© Sir, O Biſhop, in the church, when thou 
| _ as having authority to judge offenders. 
ou, O Biſhops, it is faid, I bal ſacver 

Je ſhall all ond on earth, Hall be bound in bea ven; and 


ae ver e [hall looſe on earth, Hall be looſed: in 
ven. Do thou therefore, O Biſhop, judge 


with authority, like God, yet receive the peni- 


teat, Se 


Do 


(9) 
Do thou therefore ſo judge as executing 


ing him home with mercy, and c 
and readineſs to receive him ; promi 
falvation if he will change his courſe of life, and 
become a penitent : and when he does repent, 
and has ſubmitted to his chaſtiſement, receive 
him, remembering that our Lord has ſaid, There 
is joy in heaven over one ſinner that r 


judg- Ch. 13. 
ment for God. For as the ſcripture Le 


When: thou ſeeſt the offender, with {eyerity ct. 16. - 


command him to be caſt out. And as he is gaing 
out, let the deacons alſo treat him with ſeverity, 
and then let them go and feck for him, and 
detain him out of the Church. And when they 
come in, let them intreat thee for him. Then 
order the offender to come in. And if, upon exa- 
mination, thou findeſt that he is penitent, and 
fit to be received at all igto the church ; when 


of their offers 


according to the Proportion r 
e lathers to children, receive 


And afterwards, li 
them again upon their 
If therefore we | 
greſſor from the church of God, we ſhall make 
the Lord's houſe a den of thieves. © 


1 ſeparate the tranſ- Ch. 17. 


Bie ſenſible therefore, O Biſhop, of the digni- Ch. 18. 


ty of thy place 3 that as thou haſt received the 
power of binding, ſo haſt thou alſo that of g. 
+ —— Sinte thou art to give an account for all, 
take cate of all. „ 


G.. 


as it is written, Judge righteous ju 


- and a 


heathen or 2 publican to communion, before 


Tu the duty of the Biſhop to j 


haſty in cutting off, Se. Do ac- 

to the doctrine of the Lord, and taking 

him is accuſed, rebuke him, that he may 
repent, when no body is But if he be not 

funda, take with {her anc or Io more, ſo 


ſhew him his fault. — 
If therefore he be uaded by the mouth of 
you three, tis well. t if any one hardens him- 


ſelf, Tell it to the church. But if be neglełt to hear 
the church, let bim be to thee as an heathen man, 
publican : and receive him no longer into 
the church as a Chriſtian : but reject him as an 
heathen. But if he be willing to repent, re- 
ceĩve him. For the church does not receive an 


— 


3 (1) 


malady ſpreads, 
which 


and 


and lamentation. [See 1 Cor. v. 2. 2 Cor. ii. 2, 
3» 4, 5- vil. 8, 9, 10, 11.] | 


But if the ſlanderous accuſation be falſe, and cx 42% 


you that are the paſtors, with the deacons, ad- 
mit of that falſhood for truth ; either by accep- 
tance of or receiving of bribes ; as wil- 
ling to do that which will be pleaſing to the de- 
vil : and fo you thruſt out him that is acculed, 
but is clear of the crime; you ſball give an ac- 
count in the day of the Lord. For if you con- 
demn others unjuſtly, you paſs ſentence" againft 
cuſer of ſpeaking ly, thou judge him 
ſeverely, and ſhalt deliver him to . the fiery 
C 2 ſword ; 


Ch. 43. 


32, 53. 


pi. 18, 


God, &rc.--Such an one therefore, when he is a 


Ch.47,43, of the week : that if any controverſy ariſe about 
49- 59-57, your ſentence, having an interval to the fabbath, 


; ( 12 ) 


ſword z and thou ſhalt.do to him as he wickedly 
purpoſed to do to his brother. 

Thou fhalt therefore caſt him out of the con- 
gregation, as a murderer of his brother. Some 
time afterwards, if he ſays that he repents, mor. 
tify him with faſtings ; and afterwards ye ſhall 
lay your hands upon him, and receive him. But 
if when he is admitted again he be alike trouble- 
ſome, and will not ceaſe to diſturb and to. quar- 
tel with his brother ; ſpying faults out of a con- 
tentjous ſpirit ; caſt him out as a pernicious per- 
foh, that he may not lay waſte the church of 


ſecond time caſt out of the church, is juſtly cut 
off intirely from the congregation of the Lord. 
Let your judicatures be held on the ſecond day 


you may be able to ſet the controverſy right, 
and to reduce thoſe to peace, who have the con- 
teſts one with another, againſt the Lord's day. 
Let alſo the Preſbyters and Deacons be preſent 
at your judicatures, to judge without acceptance 
of 13, as men of God, with righteouſneſs. 
For he that is juſtly puniſhed and ſeparated 
by you, is rejected from eternal life and glory: 
he becomes diſhonourable among holy men, and 
one condemned of God: very largely. See ibs 
Rules for Eceleſiaſtical Courts throughout. ] 
Receive ye the penitent: for this is the will of 
God in Chrift——Eſchew the Atheiſtical Here- 
ticks, who are paſt repentance, and ſeparate 
them from the faithful, and excommunicate them 
from the church of God: [as Tus ii. 10, 11. 
pag. 6. pris] and charge the faithful to abſtain 
intirely from them, and not to partake with them 
either in ſermons, or prayers. For 2 — 
1 oſe 


(13) 

thoſe that are enemies to the church, and lay 
ſnares for it; who c 
the heritage of Chriſt ; pretenders only to wiſ- 
dom, [{wJoyrw5mea] and the vileſt of men. 
| Theſe are they concerning whom the Lord de- 

clared his mind with bitterneſs and ſeverity, ſay- 
3 are falſe Cbriſts, and falſe prophets, Ec. 
y. | | 

N. B. Whether the fame laws for excommu- 
nicating and avoiding ſuch Hereticks, as in later 
ages have entertain'd the like opinions with ſome 
of: theſe deſcrib*d by the Apoſtles, or their com- 


panions; ſuch as our modern Sabellians, Tritheifts, 


Athanaftans, and Sacinians ſeem to me to be; 
are now obli upon Catholick Chriſtians, is 
a very hard queſtion. The circumſtances of 
thoſe times were very different from ours. Then 
it was, to honeſt minds, ſo eaſy to diſtinguiſh 
what was deriv*d from the A 


from 
what was deriv'd from the Hereticks : When 
the holipeſs and finceriry of the Catholick Chri- 


ſtians, was almoſt always ſo viſibly diſtinguiſh*d 
from the wickedneſs and knavery of thoſe Here- 
ticks : and when the really divine Chariſmata, or 
miraculous Gifts on one fide, were ſo evidently 
to be diftinguiſh*d from the magick Arts, and 


quirer. was then 1n little or no 
ing. While among the multitude of modern 
ſets, and controverſies, and heaps of corruption 
every where now among us, the ſincereſt enquirer 
may ſometimes be miſled into what the Apoſtoli- 
cal age would have called Herefy. And I inge- 
 nuoufly own myſelf no way able to determine 
this | 


The daily colle&s for the Penitents ; during viii. 8, 9. 


their ſtate of penance, and excluſion from the 
Chriftian 


the flock, and defile . 


wonders of a lie on the other ; that a fincere en- 2ThefL. ii. 
danger of miſtak- 9. 


(14) 


* 


Chriſtian Myſteries. After which Collects they 
out of 


r 
congregation, re the faithful proceeded 
to the celebration of the Euchariſt. 

A Biſhop deprives any clergyman who deſerves 
deprivation, excepting a biſhop : for of himſelf 
he has not power to do that. KA Preſbyter 
does not deprive z yet does he ſuſpend thoſe that 
are under him, if they be liable to ſuch a puniſh- 
ment. A Deacon ſuſpends a ſubdeacon, a 
reader, a finger, and adeaconeſs, if there be any 
occaſion, in the abſence of a Preſbyter. *Tis 


not lawful for a ſubdeacon to ſuſpend either one 


of the clergy or laity ; not a reader, nor a ſing- 
er, nor a deaconeſs ; for they are the miniſters 
to the deacons. 

N. B. This . 
ſoyters, of ſuſpending the inferior orders of the 
clergy ; the deacons, ſubdeacons, readers, ſing- 
ers, and deaconeſſes, if they deſerve it, fully ex- 
plains St. Peter's words: 1 Pet. v. 3. where he 
enjoins the ſuperior Order of Preſbyters, not to 
exert their authority, dc xa/azvgitvorlss Tay xAugev, 
as lording it over the clergy in the plural number, 
i. e. plainly, over the interior Orders of the cler- 
gy above numerated. This is the conſtant ſenſe 
of the words Ai and e in the firſt ages of 
the church. Nor can our modern verſion, Over 
the Lord's Heritage, in the ſenſe of the body of 
the church, or laity be juſtified I believe by any 
one parallel example in all Chriſtian Antiquity. 
And whereas it is ſuppoſed, that the next words, 
But being examples to the flock, favour that expoſi- 
tion, there is no manner of neceſſity for ſuch a 
connection. It being, for certain, very reaſona- 
ble, that the ſuperior clergy ſhould manage their 
authority over their inferior brethren of „ 

wi 


power here aſcrib'd to even Pre- 


wil 
all 
me 
ha 
100 
B. 
do 
of 
bt 
tl 
tl 
v 
ſe 
1 
a 
| 

{ 

l 

: 

| 

| 

| 

( 


A particular enumeration of thoſe bad men and Ch. 32. 


looſe livers, who were to be denied Chriſtian 
Baptiſm ; [and who, by conſequence, were not 
to be admitted to the Chriſtian | 


offerings, ſuch as among others, was that of the 
bread and wine, and charitable contributions at 
the Lord's Table, were not to be received by 
the Biſhop. Which rejection of i even 
when a private Collection was made for the poor, 
ſeems to have been at firſt one inſtance of Church 
Diſcipline, and of the ſame kind with the firſt 
and ſecond Admonitions : I mean ſuch as might 
be exerciſed by the Biſhop and 
ſelves, without the neceſſity of afſembling the 
body of the faithful, and obtaining their conſent 
and approbation : which was always neceffary to 
the higheſt cenſure, that of excommunication, 
It looks like a warning that might the 
more direct inſtances of Chriſtian Diſcipline. And 
certainly a moſt excellent and inoffenfive method 
of admonition it was: while, without any noiſe, 
or open diſgrace, the offenders were thereby ta- 
city given to underftand, that their irregular 
behaviour was not conceaPd from their biſhop ; 
and they were thereby caution'd not to perſiſt in 
their offences, leſt more direct, more open, and 
more diſgraceful methods of Chriſtian Diſcpline 
ſhould follow it. | 


See a like enumeration of thoſe LS. 6, Ge. 


This laſt chapter of the Conſtitutions contains Ch. 4, 


thoſe LXXXV Canons of the Holy Apoſtles, which 
are known to have been the ſtanding Rules by 
which Eccleſiaſtical affairs were guided, and 
- offenders 
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See Prim. offenders cenſured ; were ſulpepded, or de hyp 
. excommunicated, if they were of the c | 
2 * and fuſpended, or excommunicated, i if they were 
page 83— Of the laity ; during the earlieſt ages of Chriſtia- 
95. nity. Nor do any modern churches, L 
| know of, N not the churches of 
Britain or Ireland, directly deny their — 
at this day. Nor can any churches, for certain, 
eſtabliſh themſelves under a regular ſettlement 
properly chriſtian, till they really admit, and 
really execute theſe truly primitive, truly Chri- 
ſtian, truly Apoſtolical Canons, ſo happily ex- 

tant among us at this day. re, vers. 
. ad Abſtain from thoſe evil Ln which are not 
Philadeiph. under the cultivation of Jeſus Chriſt, but of that 
93. wild beaſt who is the ſlayer of men: becauſe 
fuch are not the plantation-of the father, bur 
the ſeed of the evil one. As many as ſepa- 
rate from the Biſhop, and embrace communion 
with the accurſed, they ſhall be cut off together 
with them. For KEDS are not Chriſt's husbandry, 
but the ſeed of the wicked one. I exhort you 
in the Lord to receĩve all thoſe that repent, and 
return to the unity of the church, Sc. You 
ought therefore to hate thoſe that hate God, and 10 
be grieved at his enemies. I do not mean that you 
are to beat them, or perſecute them, as do the 
Gentiles who know not the Lord ; but to eſteem 
them your enemies, [or, nor to eſteem them 
our enemies, 2 ſeparate from them: 
ſtill to admoniſh them, and invite them to 

repentance. [See Palycarp's words preſently.I 
God forgives thoſe that repent, if they, with 
one conſent, return to the unity of Chriſt, and 

the Council of the Biſhop. 
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„ 
I forearm you againſt certain beaſts in the 44 m- 
ſhape of men: whom you muſt not only reject, $ 4. 
but muſt flee from them. | 

It will therefore become you to abſtain from $ 7. 
ſuch [Hereticks :] and neither to diſcourſe with 
them privately, nor publickly ; but to give heed 
to the law, and to the prophets, and to thoſe 
who have preached to you the word of ſalvation. 
But do you flee from the infamous Hereſies, and 
thoſe that make Schiſms, as the origin of evil. 

I am greatly afflicted for Yaiqrs, who was once Polycarp. 
a Preſbyter among you; that he ſhould fo little Philip. 
underſtand the place that was given to him. ** 
Wherefore, I admoniſh you that ye abſtain from 
A, covetouſneſs, [or concupiſcence, or 
immoderate and filthy luſts:] and that ye be 
chaſte, and true of ſpeech. ——. Wherefore, my 
brethren, I am exceedingly forry both for him, "_ 
and for his wife : ro whom God grant a true 
repentance. And be ye alſo moderate upon 
this occaſion, and look not upon ſuch as ene- 
mies, but call them back, as ſuffering and erring 
members ; that ye may fave your whole body. 
[Or, in the moving words of the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves, in their Conſtitutions, < This is God's 11. 56: 
« will in Chriſt, that thoſe who are ſaved by 
him may be many: but that you do not occa- 
« fion any loſs or diminution to him, nor to the 
church; nor leſſen the number by one foul of 
« man, as deſtroy” d by you, which might have been 
« /aved by repentance.”] "i 

And ſo far go the Texts of the New Teſtament. 

As for the Teſtimonies of Antiquity that follow 
theſe, till the end of the third century, Mr. 
King of Exeter has given ſo faithful and honeſt 
an account of them, and of the Church's Diſci- 
pline during thoſe ages, in his famous Engliry 
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Ch. 12. 


Ch. 13. 
Ch. 14. 


Ch. 18. 


Ch. 20. 


where the Biſhop is ſaid to ſuſtain the character 


as having authority to judge 


tive Church ; that I ſhall do no 
my Readers to thoſe excellent 
intire ſatisfaction. 

N. B. That this Diſcipline, th 


nian Diſcipline, in the whole of hk. extended to 


all the members of the church, to the higheſt, 
as well as to the loweſt, appears from the ex- 
prefineſs of the Laws in the Conſtitutions ; 


of God men, [in religious matters: ] where 
alſo he is to be no accepter of perſons, nor baſely 
to flatter a rich man : where he is declared to be 
ſet over all men, Prieſts, Kings, Rulers, Fathers, 
Children, Maſters, and, in general, over all 
thoſe who are ſubject to him. And he is ex- 
horted, fo to fit in the Church when he ſpeaketh, 
offenders. Where 
he is to judge with authority, like God. Where 
he is to judge as executing judgment for God. 
Where tis his priv to govern thoſe under 
him, but not to be governed by them. Where 


be is to be ſenſible of the dignity of his place; 


and that, as he has received the power of bind- 
ing, io has he alſo that of long: where he is 
exhorted, as having the power of /oo/ing, to ex- 
ert himſelf, and behave himſelf in this world as 
becomes his place: as knowing that he has a 
great account to give, Sc. 

As to a good ſhepherd, the lay perſon is re- 
quired to honour him, to love him, to reverence 
him as his Lord, as his Maſter, as the High 
Prieft of God. Becauſe he that heareth him, 
heareth Chriſt : and he that rejecteth him, re- 


2 jecteth 
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jecteth Chriſt : and he who does not receive 
Chriſt, does not receive his God and Father. 
According to Chriſt's own ſaying to his Apoſtles, 
He that heareth you, heareth me : and be that 
rejefteth you, rejetteth me: and be that reefteth 
me, rejefteth bim that ſent me. See C. 26. > 

The King -is ſuppoſed to manage the affairs of Ch. 24, 
the ſoldiery, and to be intruſted with war and | 
peace, for the preſervation of men's bodies only : 
but the other to be intruſted with the exerciſe of 
the Prieſtly Office, in relation to God; in order 
to preſerve both body and foul from dangers: 
and the reaſoning is thus: By how much the 
ſoul is more valuable than the body, by ſo much 
is the prieſtly office beyond the Kingly: be- 
cauſe it binds and looſes thoſe that are worthy of 
puniſhment, or of remiſſion. And the laity are 
enjoin'd to love their Biſhop, as their Father, 
and to fear him, as their King; and to honour 
him as their Lord, Sc. 

See alſo St. James's reproof of ſome Chri- 
ſtians, when, in their Conſiſtorial Aſſemblies, 
they were ready to preler the rich and the great, 
before the poor and the humble Chriſtians. Chap. 
ll. 1—9. 
But then, how this matter was underſtood in 
the Jetoiſh Church of the Old Teſtament, may 
be learned by the known Hiſtory of Nathan the 
Prophet, with regard to King David: for 
which I ſhall only refer to 2 Sam. xii. 1-23. 
and by the Hiſtory of Uzziab, King of Judab, II. 25. 
alledg'd to this purpoſe in the Conftitutions, 
which I ſhall produce at large. 3 

When Uxziab was ſtrong, his heart was lifted 2 Chron. 
up to his deſtruction. For he tranſgreſs'd a- xxvi. 
gainſt the Lord his God, and went into the 521 
Temple of the Lord, to burn incenſe upon the 

D 2 altar 
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altar of incenſe. And Axariab the Prieſt went 
in after him; and with him fourſcore prieſts of 
the Lord, that were valiant men. And they 
withſtood Uzziah the King, and faid unto him, 
It pertaineth not unto thee, Uzziab, to burn 
< incenſe unto the Lord; but to the Priefts, the 
< ſons of Aaron, that are confecrated to burn in- 
« cenſe. Go out of the ſanctuary, for thou haſt 
< treſpaſſed, Neither ſhall it be for thine ho- 


* nour from the Lord God.“ Then Uzziab 


was wroth, and had a cenſer in his hand to 
burn incenſe. And while he was wroth with 


he prieſts, [and threatened to kill them, unleſs 
Antiq. ix, they would bold their peace, ſays Joſephus ;] the 


leproſy even roſe up in his forehead, before 
the prieſts, in the houſe of the Lord, from be- 
ſides the incenſe altar. And Azariab the chief 
prieſt, and all the priefts looked upon him, and 
behold he was leprous in his forehead : and they 
thruſt him out from thence ; yea himſelf haſted 
to go out, becauſe the Lord had ſmitten him. 
And Uzziab the King was a leper unto the day 


of his death; and dwelt in a ſeveral houſe, 


being a leper : for he was cut off from the houſe 
of the Lord. And Jatbam his fon was over 
_—_ Houſe, judging the people of the 

How this was alſo underſtood in the fourth 
century of the church, (which was the fir/t where- 
in the Roman Emperors profeſs'd Chriſtianity) 
may be learned from the very remarkable hiſtory 
of Theedofius and Ambroſe, preſerved in Theodo- 
's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, L. V. c. 17, 18. as 
10:lows at large. 

Theſjalonica is a very great city, and full of 
peoplu *Tis indeed in the country of Maceuo- 
ni; but all it is the metropolis of Th-//aly and 
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Achaia ; nay, and of a great many other nations 
which are under the Prefect of Myria. In this 


city there had hap 
of the magiſtrates had been ſtoned, and dragged 
along the ſtreets. Upon hearing this news, the 
Emperor was all on fire; and did not reſtrain 
the violence of his rage, nor govern his fury with 
the bridle of reaſon; but gave free ſcope to that 


In which fury, now it had gotten the power into 
its own hands, he acted like an ungoverned per- 
ſon, and a tyrant ; he brake its bonds, and refu- 
fing to be ruled by the yoke of reaſon, he drew 
unjuſt ſwords againſt all the people, and flew the 
innocent with the guilty. For they ſay that 
7000 perſons were ſlain, without any judicial 
proceedings, and without any condemnation of 
the bold authors of that miſerable ſedition: while 
the whole multitude were mowed down all toge- 
ther, as corn is mowed down in time of harveſt. 


When the great Ambroſe was informed of this Ch. 18. 


fad and mourntul calamity, he met the Empe- 
ror, who was now: come to Milan, when the 
Emperor endeavoured, as uſual, to enter into 
the temple of God there. This meeting was be- 
fore the church porch. And there it was that 
Ambroſe forbad the Emperor to ſet his foot in the 


| Porch, and ſpake thus to him; © I ſuppoſe, O 


Emperor, that thou art not ſenſible of the 
greatneſs of this murder thou haſt been guilty 
of; nor is thy reaſon ſufficiently affected with 
the heinouſneſs of thy tranſgreſſion: but the 
greatneſs of thine authority ſets thy reaſon 
aſide. However, thou oughteſt to know that 
we have all a nature that is mortal, and conti- 
nually wearing away ; and how our firſt origin 
was of the duſt of the earth, and that we are 
ro 
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fury to determine what their penalty ſhould be. 
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© to return to duſt again. Nor oughteſt thou 
© to be ſo deceiv d by the e 
© thou weareſt, as to be unacquainted with the 
« infirmity of that body it covers. O Emperor, 
Thouart of the ſame nature with thoſe thou go- 
« verneſt ; nay thou art buta fellow ſervant with 
them. For there is but one Lord and King of 
call, the Creator of all. With what eyes then 
< wHt thou be able to look at the temple of our 
common Lord? With what feet wilt thou 
< tread upon this ſacred floor? And how wilt 
thou be able to ſpread out thy hands here, 
« which are ftill dropping with the blood of in- 
< nocents? Nay how wilt thou receive the moſt 
© holy body of our Lord, with ſuch hands as 
< thoſe? And how wilt thou put that precious 
< blood into thy mouth, by whoſe furious words 
© thou haſt commanded ſo much blood to be 
< unjuſtly ſned? Go thy way therefore, and do not 
attempt to augment thy former tranſgreſſion 
by a ſecond ; and accept of that hond which is 
laid upon thee, with the ſuffrage of the God of 
the Univerſe. *Tis a bond uſeful, as a medi- 
cine; and ſuch as will procure healing to thee.? 
To theſe words the Emperor yielded obedience. 
For as he had been educated in the ſacred Ora- 
cles, he throughly underftood the different offi- 
ces of Emperors and of Prieſts. So he went 
back to his palace with lamentation and tears. 
Now after a very conſiderable time, no leſs in- 
deed than eight months, the birth-day of our Sa- 
viour came to be celebrated: while the Emperor 
remained in his palace, lamenting himſelf, and 
ſhedding abundance of tears. When Ruf nus 
ſaw this, who was then his Magiſter Officiorum, 
and had a great freedom of ſpeech allow'd him, 
as being one of his familiar acquaintance, he 

came 
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came to him, and aſked him, what made him 
weep? Hereupon the Emperor groaned bit- 
terly, and wept more plentifully, and faid, Ra- 
art in a merry humour 
C not ſenfible of the miſeries 1 bye 
groan and lament upon the con 
the calamity I undergo. While « 
vants and have the tem 
open to them, and they are allow 1 
into it without fear, and to put up their ſup- -=— 
plications to their own Lord. But that tem- 5 
ple is to me unapproachable: as is heaven it- 
ſelf ſnut to me alſo. For I do not forget thoſe 
words of our Lord which ſay expreſsly, Whem- Matt. 
Heuer ye Hall bind on earth, be bound in xv. 18. 
* beaven.” Rufinus reply d,, If thou pleaſeſt I 
© will run, and uſe the utmoſt with 1 
the high prieſt to looſe thy bonds.” The Em- -.\ 
wa ns a, n 1 
For I know the juſtice of Anbreſẽ his ſentence. 
* Nor will be iranſgreſs the Law of Gad out of re- 
* gard to the Imperial Power.” However, be- 
cauſe Rufinus, in a great many words, 
that he would perſuade „the Emperor 
bid him go 2 : and he flattered him- 4 
ſelf ſo far with hope, that he followed him a | 
little after, upon Rafinus's ſollicitations. Now 
as ſoon as St. Ambroſe ſaw Rufinus, he ſaid to 
him, O Rufus! thou imitateſt the impu- 
© dence of dogs. For when thou waſt the advi- 
© ſer of this bloody murder, thou haſt loſt all 
* ſhame: ner ll thaw bak, ner haſt any 
© dread upon thee, while thou haſt acted fo 
* madly and cruelly againſt tbe image of God.” 
But when Rufinus made ſupplication for the Em- 
peror, and told Ambroſe that he was coming: The 
Saint was all on fire with an holy zeal ; and faid 
ro 
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to him: Rufinus, I tell thee beforehand, that 
I will prohibit him to ſet his foot on the very 
ſacred porch itſelf. And if he changes his 
imperial authority into tyranny, I will, with 
joy, loſe my life in the attempt.” Upon hear- 
ing this Rufinus ſent a perſon to inform the Em- 
peror of Ambroſe's intention, and to exhort him 
to ſtay in his palace. Upon the Emperor's re- 
_ ceiving this information, in the middle of the 
forum, he ſaid, © I will go on, and take theſe 
« juſt reproaches patiently.” Now when he was 
arrived at the ſacred limits, he did not enter 
into the temple of God, but came to the High 
Prieſt, who was then fitting in the Veſtry, [# 
T6 Garand aw] and intreated him to loaſe the 
bonds he was under. But Ambroſe called this his 
approach an inftance of tyranny; and ſaid, 
that Theodoſius ated madly againſt God, and 
trod his laws under his feet.” But the Empe- 
-ror reply*d, © I do not inſult thoſe ſacred laws 
that have been made; nor do TI deſire to aſcend 
< up to the ſacred porch in oppoſition to them. 
« But I intreat thee to loge me from my bonds, and 
to have regard to the clemency of our common 
© Lord, and not to ſhut that door againſt me, 
which our Lord has opened to all repenti 
„ ſinners. Whereupon the High Prieſt ſaid, 
What repentance then haſt thou ſhewed after 
© ſo great a tranſgreſſion? and what remedies 
< haſt thou made uſe of in order to heal thoſe 
« wounds of thine that are ſo hard to be healed ?* 
The Emperor reply*d, © *Tis thy buſineſs to 
« ſhew me ſuch remedies; and ſo to prepare 
them that my wounds, how dangerous ſoever, 
may be cured : as *tis mine to receive the re- 
* medies thou bringeſt me.? Then Ambroſe ſaid, 
Since thou haſt permitted thy rage ty 
6 
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1 and it has not been thy reaſon 
© but thy r that has given the ſentence; 
© order ft Law to be written, as may render 
« ſuch paſſionate ſentences void, and of none ef- 
Senn 
© death or proſcription of Goods take place, till 
the end of 30 days after they are paſt ; and ſtay 
determination. 


© till reaſon ſhall — thy 

And at the end of thoſe days let thoſe that 

C — — 4 — thy 

© decrees were. Thus will thy paſſion be over; 

and reaſon taking ins juſt place upon al occa- 
© fions, thou wilt re-examine what thou hadſt 

© decreed, and wilt fee whether thoſe ſentences 

6 were unjuſt or juſt. The conſequence of which 

will be this, that if thy reaſon finds them to 

have been unjuſt, it will certainly order them 

to be torn in pieces. But if it finds them to 

© have been juſt, it will confirm them. Nor 

© will ſuch a delay of 30 days be any prejudice 

to what had been well decreed.” When the 

Emperor had received this advice, and took it to 

be very right, he gave immediate order to have 

ſuch a law reduc'd to writing, and confirm'd it 

by his own hand writing. When this was done, 

St. Ambroſe looſed the bond wherewith the 

was bound. Whereupon he was re- admitted into 

the number of the faithful ; and ventured to go 

into the temple of God : but did neither ſtand, 

nor kneel at his prayers; but threw himſelf 

down upon the floor, and uſed the words of 

David, My ſoul hath cleaved unto the ground: Re- pf. cxix; 

vive me according to thy word, He then tore his 25. 

hair, and ſmote his forehead, and bedewed the 

ground with the tears which dropped from him, 

and intreated that he might obtain pardon for 

his offence, Now 8 time required that 


* 


his 
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the gifts ſhould be brought to the holy table, he 
ſtood up, but weeping, as before; and went to 
the altar, and made his accuſtomed oblation, and 
then ſtaid within the cancelli. W the 
great Ambroſe could not contain himſelf ; but 
ſpake again to the Emperor, and inſtructed him 
in the diſtinction of places. In the firſt place he 
aſk'd him, If he wanted any thing — ?] 
When the Emperor had reply'd, that He 
* ſtaid there in order to partake of the holy 
myſteries.” Ambroſe ſpake to the Archdeacon 
to deliver this meſſage to him, This place 
within the cancelli, O Emperor, is only for 
the Prieſts; but is not to be trod upon or 
touched by any others. Go out of this place 
* therefore, and partake among the reſt, to 
* whoſe ſtation thou belongeſt. For the Impe- 
* perial Purple does not make men Prieſts.” 
This admonition alſo did the Emperor, like one 


of the faithful, take very kindly ; and faid, by 


way of reply, that He did not ſtay within 
the cancelli out of arrogance ; but becauſe he 
* was informed ſuch was the cuſtom at Conſtanti- 
< xaple;” and ſtill thanked Ambroſe for curing 
this his diſtemper alſo. So proper, and ſo great. 
was the virtue both of the High Prieſt and of the 
Emperor, which ſhone forth at this time ; for 
both of them are matter of my admiration, [ſays 
the Hiſtorian, Theodorit,] the one on account of 
the other on account of his ſub- 
miſſion ; the one for the warmth of his zeal ; the 
other for the purity of his faith. But as for the 
pious bounds the clergy and laity of 


the church, ] which the Emperor had learned 
from the great High Prieſt, [ Ambroſe ;] he ob- 
ſerved them upon his return to Conſtantinople. 
For when a divine feſtival had again brought 
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obliged to make not much unfike oppoſe 
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him to the church of God there, he offered his 
gifts at the holy table; and then went out of the 
place immediately. And when the Archbiſhop 
of that church, who at that time was Nef#arizs, 
aſk'd hin, Why he did not ſtay within ¶ the 
* cancelk; ?”) He groaned, and faid, © I have, 
« with difficulty, obtained inſtruction about the 
difference between a King and a Prieſt. 1 
have, with difficulty, found a Teacher of 
truth. I know none but Ambroſe to be a Bi- 
* ſhop worthily ſo called.” Such was the ad- 
vantage of a reproof given by a man of diſtin- 
guiſhed virtue. See this hiſtory of Theodoſius and 
Ambroſe, with ſome farther circumſtances, in 
Auguſtine, de Civit. Dei, V. 26. and thence ſet 
down by Calviſius, at the year 390. | 
Now the Obſervations that properly ariſe from 
the ancient teſtimonies and hiſtories before us are 
theſe three that follow: 
1. That ſuch withſtanding or oppoſition as the 
fourſcore Prieſts made to King Uzziab, and as 
Biſhop made to the Emperor Thæadaſius, 
had nothing of a criminal diſobedience to Royal 
Authority, or of an attempt towards any rebel- 
hon againſt thoſe Kings; to whom they till 
owed, and ſtill payed all duriful obedience in fe- 
cular affairs, under their proper juriſdiction ; or, 
in licitis & honeſtis. Our Judges make, and are 
ion to 


our Kings, when they require any thing to be 
done which is illegal; and in their courts abro- 
Mte their very patents or grants when they find 
them ſuch ; without being ſuſpected of any cri- 
minal withſtanding their juſt commands, or oppo- 
ſition to their royal authority. And certainly the 
Laws of God by Moſes under the Old Teſta- 
ment, and the Laws af by Chriſt ales 

2 ew, 


(28) 
New, are far more ſacred, and ought to be far 
more inviolable than the Laws of men, in theſe 
or any other kingdoms whatſoever. Certainly 
Chriſtian Biſhops are more obliged to withſtand 
and oppoſe any publick breaches of thoſe Laws of 
God in the greateſt Kings and Princes, than 


= udges do or ought to do in the breaches of 


ws of men : and this without any juſt im- 
—— of criminal diſobedience to, or rebellion a 
gainſt them all the while. 

2. That as Anbroſe's courage in refuſing to 
admit the Emperor to communion, before he re- 
pented of his barbarous murders, was highly 
commendable ; and the Emperor's repentance 
and ſubmiſſion to Chriſtian diſcipline was ex- 
ceedingly commendable alſo : So does it. not ap- 
pear to me, that 4 did more than 

the Emperor's Oblations, and repel] him from 
the euchariſt upon his firſt approaching to it; 
which ſeems to have been in the Biſhop's power 
to do in the preſent circumſtances : without any 
formal ſentence of excommunication againſt him : 
which ſentence could not be paſſed bur after pre- 
vious admonition, a publick trial, and with the 
conſent of the Preſbyters, Deacons, and People 
of Milan; nay hardly without the approbation 
of the neighbouring Biſhops alſo, as we have 
ſeen already, pag. 11. prius. 

3. That our preſent exerciſe of what we call 
eccleſiaſtical diſcipline among us, in our pretended 
ſpiritual, in reality temporal and carnal Courts, is 
quite remote from the real Chriſtian Diſcipline 
of the four firſt centuries. Since, to omit _ 
things, they not only neglect the neceſſary 
vate admonitions beforehand ; but our ire 


| have ſet aſide not only the body of the Laity, who 


originally made a conſtant part of the Ecclefiafti- 


im maQldnAay 
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| cal Conũiſtories, but the Preſbyters, and Dea- 
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cons alſo. Nor have they ſtaid here, but have 
frequently preſumed to delegate the whole power 
of a Chriſtian Church to a Chancellor, even a 
Lay Chancellor ; to be exercis'd by him alone, 
without the conſent of either Preſbyters, Dea- 
cons, or People; nay without, if not againſt his 
own conſent and a tion, tho” he were 
ſent in Court, and declared his diſſent and diſap- 
tion Practices to be tolerated in 
a Church that lays claim to be the neareſt to the 
Primitive of all others in the Chriſtian World ! 
N. B. The ing accounts of Chriſtian 
Diſcipline concern directly no other inſtances of 
it than what were exercis'd in fingle Dioceſes, or, 
as they were then called, waguxia:s, Neighbour- 
hoods or Pariſbes: conſiſting always of a ſingle 
city, with the neighbouring towns and villages : 
and containing each one Biſhop, with his Col- 
lege of Preſbyters, and the Deacons, as alfo of 
the inferior holy Orders, and of the body of the 
Chriſtian Laity. But then, there was another 
ſpecies of Church Government or Diſcipline, 
which concerned many Dioceſes, or Churches, 
and was exerciſed in Synods. This depended on 
the XXX VIIF* Canon of the Apoſtles : which 
injoined the neighbouring Biſhops, or the Bi- 
ſhops of every Province, to meet in Synods 
twice every year; in order to preſerve the Chri- 
ſtian Faith in its original purity ; and to deter- 
mine Eccleſiaſtical Controverſies : not by any 
votes, according to their own opinions or incli- 
nations; but by the original Traditions, the 
Doctrines, Conſtitutions, and Canons, derived 
from the Apoſtles. The firſt remarkable Sy- 
nods of this kind that we meet with in antiquity, 


were thoſe in the latter part of the ſecond century, 


given 
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given an account of in Euſchus, Hip. Eccl. L. v. 


C. 19. (If thoſe numerous — —— 


ſhops there mentioned were made in Synods, 
not rather in private Epiſtles ;) for the condem- 
nation of the Montaniſls, The next 
we meet with, were thoſe other Synods 
about fetling the Rule for the ending of the ante- 


3 


places, to have been derived from the Apoſtles : 
or rather, which of thoſe rwo Rules ſuppoſed to 
be derived both from the Apoſtles, was that very 
1 Rule by which the preſent churches 
the Gentiles were obliged to act? Accord- 
ingly this matter was hly examined into, 
and juſtly determined by the Councils in Judea, 
and other places; and ſeveral Synodical Epiſtles 
were ſent to other churches, to notify ſuch their 
determination. To which determination the A. 
fiatick churches, about Epheſus, who had raiſed 
the ſcruple, ly ſubmitted: as did all the 
reſt of the churches at the Council of Nice. But 
becauſe Monſieur Du Pin, Dr. Cave, Mr. King, 
and others have treated of theſe and the like 
Councils, as far as their ſmall remains would 
enable them, (abating that fatal miſtake, as if 
theſe 
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theſe moſt primitive Councils or Synods pre- 


ſumed to make New Laws or Canons of their own 
for Chriſtians, and to impoſe them on the 
Church, as many Councils or Synods of the 
fourth, and all thoſe of the following Centuries | 
moſt unhappily did :) that I ſhall do no more wn 
than refer my Readers to them, for farther Sa- 4 
tisfaction. See Du Pin's Bibliotheca, at the End | 
of the III! Century. Dr. 2 Hiſtoria Litera- | 
ria, Part II. pag. 39—43. pag. 60—63. 
and Mr. K:ng, Chap. 8. 


No I CEA 
1 —_— 


Of the fingle Marriages of the Clergy. 


8 IN CE this famous Law. or Injunction againſt | 
ſecond Marriages of the Clergy is fo fre- '' 
quently and boldly broken among us, and even 4 
by thoſe churches of Proteftants, Epiſcopal and 


Presbyterian, whether Lutheran or Calviniſt 


whether Conformiſts or Nonconformiſts, who in 
many other points have reformed their ſeveral 
churches, and yet is ſo unqueſtionably a Law 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt, I ſhall ſele& it for an 
example of the ancient diſcipline for the Clergy, 
and ſhall ſet down the diſtinct Texts of the New 
Teſtament, and Teſtimonies of Antiquity upon 
this ſubject, during four entire centuries of the 
church; for the more full ſatisfaction of every 
Chriſtian Reader. | | 
Let not a widow be taken into the number 1 Tim, 5; 
under threeſcore years old: having been the wife g. 
of one huſband. 3 8 
N. B. This Text, which mentions. the wife 
of one huſband, as a neceſſary qualification of a 


widow to be maintained by the Church ; as it is 


( 32 ) 
in the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions alſo, L. III. 
C. 1, 2. and is owned by all the world to de- 


note ſuch a woman as had never had more than 


one buſband in ſucceſſion, or had been but once 
married, is a ſure key of the parallel expreſſion 
which we ſhall ſoon meet with, in the ſame and 
other authors of the Apoſtolical Age, the buſband 
of one wife : as denoting one who never had more 
than one wife in ſucceſſion alſo. 


A Biſhop muſt be blameleſs ; the huſband of 
one wife. 


Ver. 12. Let the Deacons be the huſbands of one wife. 

Tit. i. 5. 6. For this cauſe left I thee in Crete; that thou 
ſhouldeft ſet in order the things that are wanting, 
and ordain Preſbyters in every city, as I had ap- 
pointed thee, If any be blameleſs; the huſband 
of one wife. on 1 

Conſtitut. Concerning Biſhops we have heard from our 

U. 2. Lord, that a Paſtor who is to be ordained a 
Biſhop for the Churches, in every Pariſh, muſt 

be unblameable ; unreproveable : free from all 
kinds of wickedneſs common among men: not 
under fifty years of age, &c. 

Ch. 2. Such an one a Biſhop ought to be, who has 

been the huſband of one wife, who has alſo her- 

ſelf had no other huſband, In this manner 
let examination be made when he is to receive 

Ordination, and to be placed in his Biſhoprick, 
Whether he be grave, faithful, decent ? Whe- 
ther he hath a grave and faithful wife, or has 
formerly had fu 5 an one? 

VI. 17. We 3 already faid, that a Biſhop, a Pre- 
ſbyter, anda Deacon, when they are conſtituted, 
muſt be but once married ; whether their wives 
be alive, or whether they be dead. And that 
*tis not lawful for them, if they are unmarried 
wan they are ordained, to be married after- 


ward : 


III. 2. 


r 
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ward : or if they be then married, to marry a 
ſecond time: but to be content with that wife 
which they had when they came to ordination. 
We alſo appoint that the miniſters, [i. e. ſub- 
deacons] and fingers, and readers, and porters, 
ſhall be only once married. But it they entered 
into the clergy before they were married, we 
permit them to marry, if they havean inclination 
thereto, leſt they fin, and incur puniſhment. 
But we do not permit any one of the clergy to 
take to wife either an whore, or a ſlave, or a 
widow, or one that is divorced ; as alſo the 
Law ſays. Let the Deaconeſs be a pure virgin; Levit. xxi. | 1 
or at leaſt a widow, who has been but once mar- *+ 5 | 
ried. 4 
Let not a Biſhop, a Preſbyter, or a Deacon Can. 6, 
caſt off his own wife, under pretence of piety. 
But if he does caſt her off, let him be ſuſpend- 
ed: If he go on init, Let him be depriv'd. 
N. B. The Athanaſians, as we. ſhall fee 
ſently from Epiphanius, about the End of the 
IV® Century, began to venture, in effect, to 
contradict this Canon, and to injoin thoſe of the 
Clergy that were married, to live as if they were 
not married ; and forbad them the uſe of their 
wives after their ordination. This monkiſh ad- 
dition to the Laws of the Goſpel, was firſt at- 
tempted at the Council of Nice: but was then ſo 
vigorouſly oppoſed by the famous Confeſſor 
Papbautius, tho? himſelf a ſtrict aſcetick, who 
never married, that it then came to nothing, as 
Socrates informs us. Altho' it by degrees pre- Hift. Ecct. 
vail'd at length among the other antichriſtian I. 11. 
corruptions: and the marriage of the Clergy has 
: been long one of the darling prohibitions of po- 
| pery, and hardly to be diſpenſed with on any 
f occaſion whatſoever. | 
F N. B. 


pag. 32. 


Can. 17. 
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N. B. Since the reaſon above given for per- 
mirting the inferior orders of the clergy to mar- 
ry, even after their ordination, which is not al- 
low'd to the ſuperior orders, is this: left they fin, 
and incur puniſhment ; we may hence learn, that 
the ſuperior orders were not at firſt equally un- 
der the temptation here guarded againſt ; or 


were much older than the interior. According- 


ly we were taught before, that the uſual age for 
a Biſhop's Ordination was not leſs than 50. As 
we know that the next order were TI[lgzoEurte:r, 
Elders, or Prefbyters , were truly among the an- 
cients of the pariſh or dioceſe, and often older than 
the Biſhop himſelf. See 1 Tim. iv. 12. Ignat, 
ad Magneſ. $3. As by parity of reaſon the next 
order of Deacons might be between 3o and 40, 


when they were ordained. Which good Rules 


ought for certain to be reviv'd in the preſent 


Churches, in order to the revival of this Law 


itſelf, for the ſingle marriages of the clergy 
therein. 

He who has been twice married after his bap- 
tiſm, or has had a concubine, cannot be a Bi- 
ſhop, or Preſbyter, or Deacon; or indeed any 
one of the ſacerdotal catalogue. 


Tertull. de I find none of the Apoſtles, [fays Tertullian, 
Monogam. the Montaniſt] but Peter to have been married 


58. 


men. I preſume that he had been married but 
once; becauſe the church, which was built upon 
him, was to have every degree of its ſacred or- 
ders to be but once married. 

Thou who wouldſt marry more than once, 
aſkeſt leave of a Biſhop, who can marry but 


once; of Preſbyters and Deacons who obſerve 


the ſame ſacred rule ; and of the Widows, whoſe 
parallel rule thou haſt rejected. 
| How 


ms, 4 + 2 
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How many bigamiſts are among your [carnal] 1:. 
church governors ? while they phinly inſult the 
Apoſtle. At leaſt they do not bluſh when thoſe 
his words [the huſband of one wife] are read be- 
fore them. 

Among us [Chriſtians] the preſcription is De erben. 
more evident, and more full ; that thoſe which — 
are to be choſen into the order of prieſthood 
muſt be but once married. This is fo well 
known, that I call to mind ſome bigamiſts who 
were degraded [on that account. ] Doſt 
thou [O Layman] baptize, [in a caſe of neceſ- 
ſity] while thou art a bigamiſt? Doſt thou ſin 
the like caſe] offer [the Euchariſt] while thou 
art a bigamiſt ? How much is this crime more 
capital in a Layman, acting as a prieſt ; while 
if a prieft himſelf become a bigamiſt, he forfeits 
his power of acting as a prieſt? _ 

How much diſgrace ſecond marriages bring 44 Oer. 
upon the Chriſtian Faith, and how much cla- | 7. 
mour they bring on its purity, the Diſcipline of 
the Church, and the Command of the Apoſtle 
inform us : while he does not permit bigamiſts 
to be church governors; and while he does not 
grant any other widow to be choſen into the or- 
der of widows than ſuch as had been the wife of 
one huſband only. *Tis not only fornication, Origen Ho- 
but more marriages than one that cauſe men to . XVII. 
be rejected from eccleſiaſtical dignities. For J, od 
neither can a Biſhop, nor a Preſbyter, nor a ßen, 
Deacon, nor a Widow {maintain'd by the pag. 228. 
church] be bigamiſts. Hieros. ad- 

What an holy thing bigamy is [ironically] 2 L. 1 
may be hence demonſtrated, that no bigamiſt 4g, op. 
can be choſen into the clergy. Tom. VI. 

An Eccleſiaſtical Governor cannot be ordained, De bn 
unleſs he be the huſband of one wife only. Co 

EI The 803. ” 


Ppiphan. 
* Hareſ. 59. 


Fereſ. 43. 
pag. 410. 


22, 23. 


1107. 


Expof. Fi- 
dei. $ 21, its order, honourable marriage: to which great 


pag. 1103. 
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The Cathari have heard that a Biſhop muſt be | 


blameleſs, the huſhand of one wiſe, continent: 
which is the ſame as to a Deacon, and a Preſby- 
ter. For truly the facred preaching of God, 
after the coming of Chriſt, does not admit thoſe 
that, upon the death of a firſt wife, do marry 
a XE me, on account of the great honour 
due to the prieſthood. Which rule the holy 
church of God keeps ſafely, and exactly. More- 
over it does not permit ane while he lives, and 
begets children, and is only the huſband of one 
wife, unleſs he be continent with regard to that 
one wife, or is a widower, to be either a Dea- 
con, or a Preſbyter, or a Biſhop, or a Subdea- 
con : eſpecially in thoſe places where the eccle- 
ſiaſtical canons are accurately obſerv*d. 
The holy church, altho* it principally re- 
gards the Chari/mata of the prieſthood in thoſe 
that marry but once, and are continent, or in 
thoſe that continue in virginity, as its Apoſtles 
have orderly and holily conſtituted in the ecclefi- 
aſtical rules with relation to the prieſthood ; yet 
if any one be ſo infirm as to defire leave to marry 
another wife, after the death of the former, the 
rule of truth does not deny him this favour 
that is, if he be not a prieſt. 

After virginity, and widowhood, follows, in 


regard is paid, eſpecially te ſingle marriages, 
and obſervation of the injunctions. But if any 
man, upon the death of his wife, or woman 
upon the death of her huſband, deſires a ſecond 
wife, or a ſecond hufband, it is not deny'd 
them. But the church does not permit one that 
has been twice married to be received into the 
prieſthood, Ec, | 
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The Canon [i. e. the X VII® Canon of the A- Baſd. Can, 
poſtles] intirely excludes bigamiſts from ſacred :. 
miniſtrations. 

I conclude this collection of primitive teſti- 
monies with that remarkable Law of the Empe- 
ror Theodoſius, ſtill extant in his Code, We en- Tit. I. I. 
Join you to take care that Jrenæus, who, as we 3- 
are inform'd, has been twice married, in contra- 
dition to the Apoſtolical Canons, and yet has been 
made Biſhop of the city of Tyre, be baniſhed 
out of the church of Tyre. 

N. B. It is to be obſerved here, that altho? 
the Laws of Chriſtianity, in the Apoſtolical Age, 
allow'd of ſecond, nay did not abſolutely forbid Conſtitut. 
third marriages in the Laity, yet has it appear'd III. 2. 
from Tertullian and Epiphanius, that this was not —_— a 
done without the iſſion of the whole church, G 11. _ 
at leaſt of the Biſhop, the Preſbyters, the Dea- Epiphan. 
cons, and the Widows of the Church; who are R 
all diſtin&tly named by Jertullian. Whence this S gang 
ractice was originally derived I do not directly x;4;; [upra. 
now. So far only I do know, that St. na- 
tius, in his Epiſtle to St. Polycarp, ſuppoſes andy ;. 
recommends ſome ſuch Law or Rule of Chriſti- 
anity ; as I have noted elſewhere ; in the fol- 
lowing paſſage, It becomes thoſe that marry, Liturgy. 
* whether men or women, to be joined together After the 
with the approbation of the Biſhop: that ſo _ 
their marriage may be according to the Lord, 
* and not out of luſt.” Where we may alſo ob- 
ſerve, that altho* the Biſhop, as the principal 
perſon in the church, is only named by Ignatius, 
yet might not the reſt of the church be excluded - 
from ſuch cogniſance and approbation of mar- 
riages among Chriſtians : according to the teſti- 
monies of Tertullian and Epiphanius in the be- 
ginning of the third, and end of the fourth cen- 


tury: 


VIII. 32. 


Exſeb. Eccl. 


Hit. VI 
19. 


A. D. 630. 
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tury : and as was the conſtant practice in the 
early ages of the Goſpel in maſt other caſes alſo, 
N. B. By the Laws of Chriſtianity ſuch cler- 
gymen as have been twice married, fince their 
baptiſm, are moſt evidently, in ſtrictneſs, no lon- 
ger to be deem'd Clergymen, but are to be reck- 
oned among the Laity : Nor have they any lon- 
ger the leaſt proper authority to put up the pub. 
lick prayers of Chriſtian Congregations to Al- 
mighty God; to bleſs the people in his name 
to baptize; or confirm; or celebrate the Lord's 
Supper; or to ordain, or govern Dioceſes, or 
to do any other act peculiar to the clergy, whe- 


ther Deacons, Priefts, or Biſhops. Accordingly: 


Tertullian aſſures us, as we have ſeen, that he 
had known fome bigamiſts degraded on that ac- 
count : tho* he alſo complains of many others 
who were connived at, as if their miniſtrations 
were not thereupon thought null and void by 
the Catholicks of Africa in his days. Tho' how 
far the earlier and purer Apoſtolical ages, and 
in other countries, would have tolerated any 
ſuch irregular miniſtrations does not appear. Yet 
are they not, on that account, to be forbidden to 
inſtruct Chriſtians, whether by Catechizing, or 
Preaching. Since, on proper occaſions, Laymen, 
who are not forbidden to marry more than once, 
it they be well qualified, and have the Biſhop's 
invitation, are permitted fo to do. This is cx. 

eſs in the A poſtolical Conſtitutions themſelves 
and the primitive practice is known to have been 


according to that Conſtitution for ſeveral centu- 


rics of the church; perhaps till it was forbidden 
in the 7 Century, by the Council in Trulls, 
Can. 64. 


| 
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Of the XIV Canon of the Apoſtles, againſt 
Tranſlation of Biſhops. 


HE words of this Canon run thus, in all 
T our preſent Copies : ry 
A Biſhop ought not to leave his own pariſh, 
and leap to another, althe” the multitude 
* ſhould compel him. Unleſs there be any ſuf- 
« ficient cauſe forcing him ſo to do, on account 
of his being able to contribute more to the edi- 
« fication of thoſe that dwell there. Nor is this 
to be done of himſelf, but by the determination - 
of many Biſhops, and upon the greateſt im- 
* portunity.” No 
When I publiſhed this Canon, with the reſt, 
at the end of my verſion of the Apoſtolical Con- 
ſtitutions, A. D. 1711. I deemed this latter 
clauſe to be ſo apparently contradictory to the 
former, and fo evidently an interpolation, that 
I did not fo much as tranſlate it, but left a 
blank for it. The reaſons for which procedure Vol. Int. 
I then gave in ſhort ; but ſhall now give them P*8- 593, 
more largely and diſtinctly. 699. 200. 
1. Few or no examples appear in the three 
firſt centuries of any ſuch tranſlation of Biſhops : 
which ſhews that the rules the church then wene 
by gave little or no encouragement to ſuch tran- 
ſlations. 
2. When in the former part of the IV Cen- 
tury, A. D. 325. the Council of Nice, in their 
XVI Canon, confirm, and reinforce, and di- 
rectly refer to this very Canon, they do it with- 
out the leaſt ſign of any ſuch clauſe, but the con- 
trary. That Canon ot theirs is in theſe words: 
By reaſon of the great diſorders and ſedi- 
tions that have happen'd, it was the * 
90 


('40 ) 

© of the Synod, that the cuſtom which had ob 
5 tained in certain places ſhould be intirely taken 
© away: as having been done contrary to the 
Canon. We mean that either a Biſhop, a 
« Prieſt, or a Deacon ſhould remove from one 
« city to another. And if, after the determina« 
tion of this holy and great Synod, any one at- 
tempts any ſuch thing, or conſents to it, ſuch 
an attempt ſhall be intirely made void, and he 
© ſhall be ſent back to that church in which he 
had been ordained Biſhop, or Preſbyter, ſor 
Deacon.“ 

3. When the II“ Council of Antioch, not long 
afterward, or A. D. 341. in their XXI“ Canon 
confirm and reinforce theſe prior determination 
of the Apoſtles, and of the Council of Nice, 
they alſo give us not the leaſt fign of any ſuch 
liberty of tranſlations; but the direct contrary, 
Their words are theſe : 

A Biſhop is not to remove from one pariſh 


© to another. He is neither to thruſt himſelf | 


into it of his own accord; nor to be oblig'd to 
do ſo by the people; nor to be forced to it by 
the Biſhops. But he is to continue in that 
church wherein he was originally called to of- 
<« ficiate, and not to remove from it; accordi 
to that determination which has been formerly 
made concerning this matter.” 

N. B. This II* Great Council of Antioch, of 
near 100 Biſhops, were evidently Euſebians, as 
were the firſt of Antioch ; that of Nice for the 
main, as well as that of Tyre, and that of Feru/a- 
lem without diſpute. The Athanaſian Hereſy 
being hardly form*d till ſome time after theſe 


earlieſt Councils. Yet, in the words of Du Pin, 


Bibliothe- pere the Canons of this Council inſerted into 
ca. Atter 


the Code of the Univerſal Church; were cited 


in 


* 
if 
& 
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the Royal City; which is one of the firſt exam-®: 4 
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in the Council of Chalcedon; and ſince that 
time have had a place in all the Collections of 
« Ecclefiaſtical Canons: and indeed contain the 
« wifeft, and the juſteſt rules that ever were ob- 
« ſerved in the ancient Church.” And no won- 
der : fince they are in great part taken out of, or 
directly refer to the Apoſtolical Canons them- 
ſelves : as Biſhop Beveridge has juſtly' obſerv*d 
and prov'd. Cod. Can. Eccl. Prim. Vindicat. 
C. IV. 

4. When Euſebius, Biſhop of Berytus, the 27. Sy- 
nn removed to Nicomedia, vd. Alex. 


ples of a tranſlation of a Biſhop, I think, that B. 
now extant; Athanaſius, and his Synod at Mlex- ance. 9 JI 
andria complain of it, as of the breach of an ec- 
cleſiaſtical law then in force ; without the leaſt 

hint of any clauſe as a falvo for ſuch his pre- 
ſumption. The words are theſe, * Euſebius was 
« originally of Berytus : But leaving Berytus he 
came to Nicomedia : leaving the one againſt 
the law: andaſcending to the other againſt the 


law.“ 
great Euſebius, Biſhop of Ceſa- 


5. When the 
rea in Paleſtine, and Head of the genuine Euſe- 
bians, was earneſtly invited by the Council and 
People of Antioch to remove to the Patriarchate 
of that Capital City, and the Emperor Conſtan- 
tine, with almoſt all the Chriſtian world beſides, 
thought him highly worthy of the advancement. 
Yet could he be no way prevail'd upon to con- 
ſent to ſuch a tranſlation : and that out of direct 
regard to the preſent Apoſtolical Canon. For 
which refuſal he was highly commended by the 
Emperor, in an Epiſtle he wrote to him; and 
in two more he wrote to Antioch upon that oc- 
caſion. All which Hiſtory and Epiſtles 53 
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has himſelf preſerv'd at large, in his Life of Con- 
ftantine, L. III. C. 59, 60, 61, 62. Some of 
the moſt remarkable words of Conſtantine are 
theſe : © I have very carefully read, ſays the 
Emperor to Euſebius, your Epiſtle ; and take 
notice how the Eccleſtaſtical Canon has been ex- 
actly obſerved by you. It is an excellent thing 
to continue in thoſe practices which are both 
pleaſing to God, and agreeable to Apoſtolical 
* Tradition, You are alſo to think yourſelf 
happy, in being thought worthy, by the te- 
* ſtimony of almoſt all the world, of being Bi- 
* ſhop of the whole church. For if all men do 
* ſo much deſire to have you with them, they, 
* without queſtion, ¶ thereby] augment this your 
* happineſs. But your wiſdom, by reſolving to 
* obſerve the commands of God, and the Apo- 
* ftolical and Eccleſiaſtical Canons has acted very 
+ worthily, in refuſing the Biſhoprick of An- 
* tioch ; and labouring to continue in that church 
6 where, by God's will, you firſt received the 
« ' Epiſcopal character, Sc., Here follows ſome 
part of the Emperor's Epiſtle to the Synod of 
Antioch, concerning the ſame matter. 
I have read, ſays Conſtantine, the Epiſtle which 
I received from your wiſdom, and have a 
proved of the prudent reſolution of Euſebius 
your collegue. Euſebius's own Epiſtle 
appears very agreeable to the Eccleſiaſtical 
. I am willing that you ſhould de- 
termine what you think proper in the choice 
of Biſhops, provided you eſteem them worthy 
of the office of a Biſhop; and that your decrees 
be agreeable to the Tradition of the Apoſtles. 
For by this prudent management your wiſdom 
will be able ſo to direct this your election of a 
6 —— as the nature of eccleſiaſtical diſci- 
«* pline 
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« pline requires.” [i. e. ſo as not to take Eyſebius 
away from his own church of Ceſarea.] 

Now to what imaginable purpoſe was all this 
refuſal of Euſebius's, and commendation of that 
refuſal by Conſtantine, founded on this Apoſtoli- 
cal Canon, if the copies of that age had the lat- 
ter clauſe? which would have been ſo far from 
a diſcouragement, that it would have afforded 
the moſt plauſible excuſe, or rather direct en- 
couragement for this tranſlation of Euſebius to 
Antioch, in the circumſtances of that time, 
poſſible. | 

N. B. It appears by Hiſtory, that tho' the 14 
General Council ſo called, or that of Nice, was ut- 
terly againſt theſe tranſlations of Biſhops, as was 
that of Antioch alſo ; yet was not the II“ General 
Council ſo called, that of Conſtantinople, 56 years 
after that of Nice, and 40 years after that of An. 
tiach, ſo reſolute. That Council join'd with the 
Emperor Theodoſius, and tranſlated Gregory Nazi- 
anzen from Saſima, or Nazianzum, to Conſtan- 
tinople. But this only out of party regards, and 
in oppoſition to thoſe they called Arians : and 
thereby ſet a moſt pernicious example to all po. 
ſterity. For as the Abanaſian Churches grew 
more and more corrupt, ſo they came by de- 
grees to think ; that if Councils, General Coun- 
cils themſelves, whoſe proper buſineſs, and prin- 
cipal duty it was to confirm and reinforce Apo- 
ſtolical Canons, and fee them executed, could 
diſpence with them, others might take the ſame 
liberty after them. From which later and cor- 
rupter times I take the preſent wicked interpo- 
lation of this XIV® Canon of the Apoſtles to 
have proceeded ; in order to juſtify or excuſe 
this A:banajzan or Antichriſtian practice of Tran- 
{lations of Biſhops from one Dioceſe to another, 

G 2 or 


( 44 ) 


or rather from poorer Dioceſes to richer, m or- 
der to gain ſtill more of this world, altho' at the 
ſame time-they ran the greateſt hazard as to the 
next. While all thrqughly good Chriſtians 

IF. viii. 20. will (till ſay, To the Law, and to the Teſtimony : 
To the uncorrupt Conſtitutions and Canons truly 
Apoſtolical. If even Councils, General Coun- 
cils themſelves /peak not according to this word; 
decree not according, to thoſe authentick Laws 
of the Goſpel; it is becauſe there is no light in 
them. 

N. B. It may not be here amiſs to declare the 
reſult of my Enquiries as to two other ancient 
practices, which appear, at firſt ſight, to be 
ſtill obligatory to us Gertile Chriſtians : I mean 
the Anointing the ſict with oil: as in St. James 
v. 14. And the uſe of [zcenſe at the Eucha- 
rift : as in the preſent copies of the IVV Canon 
of the Apoſtles. Now for the firſt of theſe pra- 
ctices, tho” it might be a duty of the firft Zerwih 
Converts to Chriſtianity, of whom St. Fames 
was Biſhop, even out of the caſe of the miracu- 
lous gift of healing: which however appears to 
me very doubtful : yet have I found no valuable 
teſtimonies for it in the four firſt centuries ; and 
dare not therefore, without better evidence, preſs 
it as a duty incumbent on the churches of the 
Genttles. 

As for the ſecond practice of the Jewiſh Chri- 
ſtians, as I ſuppoſe it originally to have been, 
or the offering Incenſe at the Euchariſt, ſince 
It is no where mentioned in the body of the 
Conſtitutions themſelves; nor is well atteſted 
to in between three and four centuries : as the 
very learned Mr. Dodwwell has proved in a di- 
ſtinct Treatiſe on this ſubject: I dare not preſs 
this neither, as a duty incumbent upon the 
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churches of the Gentiles, without farther evi- 
dence for the ſame. Yet till owning myſelf 
ſo far moved by the foregoing teſtimonies for 
both theſe practices, as to be ſtill inquiſitive 
about them : and to declare my willingneſs to 
hear any farther good evidence for them; and 
my readineſs, upon the diſcovery of ſuch good 
evidence, to admit them. 


May 29, 1739. 


Will. N hiſton. 


An Humble and Serious ADDRESS wh 


he Clergy, the Biſbops, Preſby 
ters, and Deacons of Great Britain 
and Ireland, for the reftoration if 
Chriſtian Diſcipline. 


Together with an account of XXV Apoſtolical 
Canons, now groſsly broken ; but propoſed u 
be reſtored and executed by them. 


rt T is now no leſs than XXIII years 


a” 
— 


ago that I publiſh*d an Humble and 
Serious Addreſs to the Princes ans 
States of Europe, for the Admiſſion, 
or at leaſt open Toleration of the Chre 
ſtian Religion in their Dominions : and ſhewed that 
None of thoſe Princes or States do, properly 


ſpeaking, Admit, or openly Tolerate the Chri- 
ian Religion in their Dominions at this day. I 


therein gave an account of the true Occaſions why 
it is not admitted, or openly tolerated by them. 
J alſo gave ſome Reaſons why they ought to 
admit, or at leaſt openly tolerate this Religion. l 
laſtly came to the Addreſs itſelf, grounded on the 
premiſes, for the Admiſſion, or at leaſt open Tote 
ration of the ſame Chriſtian Religion in their domi- 

| nions. 
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nions. The ſucceſs I have met with in this Ad- 
dreſs was ſo far to my mind, that no one perſon 
whoſoever, that I know of, has ventured to 
contradict or confute any one aſſertion therein 
advanced, in all this time: but that ſtill, as the 
Princes and States of Europe have never, I ſup- 
poſe had that Addreſs put into their hands, fo 
tor certain no proper and publick attempt for a 
reformation, for the admiſſion, or even the open 
toleration of the Chriſtian Religion has been 
ſince made in any of thoſe countries. Things 
have ſtill gone on from bad to worſe : And the 
neglect of all ſuch reformation has of late made 
ſome ſerious and religious young men to become 


enthuſiaſtical, and to endeavour at a reformation 


without much original learning in Chriſtianity, 
without much judgment, and without an authen- 
tick rule or ſtandard to go by; and ſo, in the 
upſhot, rather to expoſe themſelves and our 
common Chriſtianity to ridicule and laughter in 
this looſe age, than to give any uſt hopes of a 
ſober and valuable reformation. The fame neg- 
left has occaſioned many of our lower people to 
turn papiſts : while not a few of the reſt, eſpe- 
cially among the Courtiers, and upper ranks of 
men, have turned open ſcoffers and ſcorners of 
the Chriſtian religion itſelf, direct Scepticks 
and Infidels. Nay one of the very Clergy of the 
Church of England in our Univerſities hath 
turned an obſcene Sodomite: Another an abſolute 
Atheiſt. Another of our Clergymen, deſpairing 
of Preferment from his deſerts and character, has 
many years turned, in pretence a Diſſenter, but in 
reality an Eccleſiaſtical Mountebank : and every 
Lord's day ſtill banters and expoſes the Reli- 
gion of Chriſt, and its moſt Primitive Licurgy 
to the ſport of infidels. : 


And 


1 

And leſt our Diſſenting Brethren ſhould have 
where with to reproach our Church, one of their 
real Clergymen has gradually come to that de- 
gree of boldneſs and impiety, as to write with 
rather leſs judgment, but more rancour and bit- 
terneſs againſt revealed religion, particularly the 
Old Teſtament, than either Collins, Toland, or 
Tindal his predeceſſors have done. And left the 
Laity of the Church ſhould have ſmaller guilt in 
this fatal war made againſt Chriſtianity, one of 
that rank, who ſet out upon a better foot to my 
knowledge, with no more learning than the Eng. 
liſb tongue will afford him, and no more know- 
ledge of the ancient ſtate of the world, or of the 
Fewiſh and Chriſtian antiquities than he gathers 
thence, and mixes with his own ſuppoſals and 
imaginations, preſumes magiſterially to dict ate 
to the world how far they may disbelieve the 
Old Teſtament, from the days of Abraham; and 
how much of the New, is not the True Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt : which is in reality what its author 
happens not to like in his real Goſpel ; and this 
in the way of greater diſregard, and contempt 
of the writings of all his Apoſtles and their com- 
panions than many Jeus or Heathens, their open 
enemies, have ſhewn before him. This degree 
of pride and ſelf conceit is not to be cured by 
writing anſwers to him, which I think does him 
too much honour. The Author has gone fo far 
beyond Solomon's ſagacity, that he ſeems to give 
up one of the wiſeſt of his proverbs as abſurd : 
and which, when followed, would cure the fol- 
lies and vanities of our age more than all the 
books of controverſy in the world : and which I 
venture to recommend, with the utmoſt ſeriouſ- 


Prov, ii. neſs, to this unhappy man. Truſt in the Lord 
5, 6, 7- with all thine heart; and lean not to thine own 


— 


underſtanding. 


„ A 


(49) 


underſtanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him, 
and He ſhall direct thy paths. Be net wiſe in thine 
own eyes, This is the melancholy and lora- 
ble condition, with regard to morals and reli- 
gion, at preſent amongſt us. Not becauſe the 
true original evidence for the Bible, and for 
Chriſtianity, has in the leaſt been found to be 
falſe or uncertain in any one inftance ; on the con- 
trary, tis by ſome late important diſcoveries 
become far more unexceptionable than ever ; bur 
becauſe there has prevaiPd of late a ſpirit of 
looſeneſs and prophaneneſs, of giddineſs and 
folly, of news and politicks, of party and fac- 
tion, of luxury and extravagance, of plays and 
maſquerades, of bribery and corruption, of con- 
tempt of God and his laws, and of divine reve- 
lation, and indeed of all that is ſober and ferious 
among us; together with an unbounded licen- 
tiouſneſs in writing, printing and acting what 
tends to unhinge all good order and government; 
and to promote the utmoſt debauchery and ex- 
travagance amongſt us : but mainly becauſe the 
Clergy, Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, whoſe 
roger buſineſs it is to take care of Chriſtian 

1 and to ſet forward a reformation, upon 
the foot of Primitive Chriſtianity, have in ge- 
neral ſo greatly ſer their hearts upon procuring 
wealth and preferment to themſelves, and their 
families, have fo far ſacrificed the moſt impor- 
tant intereſts of truth and true religion to the 
trifling advantages of the preſent world; that 
they ſuffer the moſt infamous and flagitious per- 
ſons in Court and Country to go on without any 
reſtraint in their wickedneſs : and to put the 
moſt publick affronts upon the ſacred offices of 
Chriſtianity, Nay, while ſuch men are fre- 
quently known, or ftrongly ſuſpected ro be 

H 


guilty 


1 Cor. xi. 
27, 29. 

Conſtitut. 
VII. 25. 
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ilty of no leſs crimes than adultery, fornica- 
tion, habitual drunkenneſs, ſwearing, curſing, of 
the like groſs immoralities, or even of open infide- 
lity itſelt, they ſuffer them to come to the Lord's 
Table, and to partake of thoſe Holy Myſteries, 
which Chriſt enjoined them to communicate to 
none but to apparently good Chriſtians: and 
which thus prophanely taken cannot but render 


ſuch communicants guilty of the Body and Blood of 


our Lord, and cauſe them to eat and drink ther 
own eternal damnation. The Clergy of the 
Church of England are generally obliged to be 
the tools of a party, and ſlaves to the men in 
power ; and by giving thoſe of all forts and de- 
grees in wickedneſs the Holy Communion, to ca- 
pacitate them for their places in the government, 
under the hazard of being ruined in their tempo- 
ral affairs if they refuſe ſo to do. The ſame 
Clergy are alſo themſelves permitted, or even 
encouraged to poſſeſs ſo many livings, or com- 
mendams, or other preferments; and fo fre- 
22 to obtain ſuch Tranſlations from one Bi- 

oprick to another; and ſo perpetually to 
break thoſe Canons of e Apoſtles ; which are no 
lefs the proper Laws for the government of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical, than Acts of Parliament are for the 


direction of Secular Affairs; as tends greatly to 


the utter diſgrace of themſelves, of their holy 
function, and holy religion; the ruin of Chri- 
ſtianity, and the perdition of the fouls commit- 
ted to their care. And when an honeſt and ſober 


attempt was made by me near thirty years ago, 


and that in the moſt inoffenſive manner poſſible, 


tor areview and re- examination of the original do- - 


Etrines of the Goſpel, in order to their reſtoration 
and in particular for an enquiry into that moſt 
important of all queſtions under Chriſtianity, 

| Whether 


* 
— 


1 
Whether the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions and Canon: 
be not genuine, and obligatory upon all Chri- 
ſtians: the body of the Clergy have been fo 
generally and ſo obſtinately averſe in this age to 
ſuch a review and examination, that not one Bi- 
ſhop, not one eminent divine of the Church of 
England ever came to that Society for Promoting 
Primitive Chriſtianity, which, for about two years, 
met weekly at my houſe above twenty years 
ago. Of which Society an account is given in 
the Memoirs of Dr. Clarke, pag. 5359. And 
which Society I have ſometimes fince tried to 
revive, but in vain. Nay they then made the 
Propoſal of the reſult of my own enquiries cri- 
minal; they baniſhed me from the Univerſity 
whereto I belonged ; they deprived me of my 
Profeflarſhip, and of the Salary thereto belong- 
ing; and turned me into the wide world to get 
my bread as well as I could there. They then 
cenſured and condemned my tenets in Convoca- 
tion, without admitting me to any hearing, tho” 
I earneſtly deſired it, and inſiſted on it: They 
then procured me to be cited before the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Court, and brought me at length before 
a Court of Delegates, in order to make me re- 
nounce what, upon the moſt laborious and dili- 
gent enquiries, I was fatisfied was not only true, 
but fundamental in Chriſtianity ; or elſe to get 
me degraded, and excommunicated ; and at laſt 
laid in jail for my life. And tho? I will not af- 
firm that any number of the Clergy are directly 
Scepticks or Infidels, as has been not long ago 
publickly complained of; yet is it moſt evident 
by the whole conduct of the main body of them, 
that they are much more zealous, and more 
deeply concerned when an attack has been made 
upon their tythes and maintenance, than when any 
H 2 affronts 


(52) 
affronts and indignitics have been put upon their 
holy religion: Our Biſhops can meet at Lam- 
beth in the former caſe, and ſend circular letters 
to their Clergy, in order to prevent any in- 
croachment on their temporals : while we hear 
of no ſuch meetings in order to the re-examining 
and reſtoring the Primitive Faith, or Primitive 
Diſcipline of the Church. Altho* the XXX VIIF* 
Apoſtolick Canon, with the VV Canon of Nie, 
and the XX of the Church of Antioch, have 
enjoined them to meet 7wice a year for ſuch pur- 
poſes. Nay farther, when one of the moſt dili- 
gent and active among them ſome time ago 
took very great pains to ſupport Eccleſiaſtical 
Authority, and to do what he was able to reſtore 
fomewhat that might be called Diſcipline in the 
Church, he was ſo unhappy as never once to 
propoſe the original Rules of Chriſtian Diſci- 
pline, or the LXXXV Canons of the Apoſtles ; 
or even the Canons of the Councils of Nice or 
Antioch, but gave us two folio's of modern Eng- 


li Canons, either directly made under Popery, 


or made by a power derived from Popery. The 
execution of ſeveral of which would prove no 
better than a Popiſh Perſecution. 

This is the condition as to morality and reli- 
gion we are now in. And fuch a condition it 
is, as muſt make every ſincere Chriſtian's heart 
to bleed. Now as this fad ſtate of things has 
ariſen mainly from the political, the ambitious, 
and the governing part of our Clergy, whether 
Biſhops, Deans, Archdeacons, &c. and their 
deſerting the facred laws of the Goſpel for the 
remporal laws of the land ; leaving the duties of 
Chriſtian Clergymen for the pleaſing of modern 
courts and parties; giving up genuine Chriſtian 
Diicipline, for avoiding worldly diſadvantages ; 


and 
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and abſenting themſclves from their Sor ſpi- 
ritual cures in their ſeveral Dioceſes and I. i- 
vings, in order to live an idle or ſecular life 
elfewhere ; I ſhall take the freedom to lay theſe 
their groſs ſins open before their own conſciences, 
and before the world : in order to induce them, 
if poſſible, now at laſt to ſet about a Reforma- 
tion. And becaaſe I defire to perſuade my bre- 
thren of the Clergy to nothing but what I be- 
lieve to be bound upon them and me by the Au- 
thority of our common Lord, declared by his 
Holy Apoſtles, in the Apoſtolical Canons; the 
derivation of which ab ultima Antiquitate ; and 
their obſervance as Apoſtolical in all the firſt ages 
of the Goſpel has been put paſt reafonable con- 
tradition by Biſhop Beveridge in his large and 
learned Vindication of them; I ſhall chiefly 
confine my complaints and exhortations to the 
open and publick breaches of XXV of thoſe 
Canons; and this uſually in the order wherein 
they. lye there. ; 

VII. Let not a Biſhop, a Prieſt, or a Dea- 
© con undertake the cares of this world : but if 
© he do, let him be depriv'd.” 

XX. Let a Clergyman who becomes a 
« Surety be depriv*d.” 

LXXXI. « We have faid that a Biſhop ought 
© not to let himſelf into publick Adminiſtra- 
tions, but to attend on all opportunities upon 
the neceſſary affairs of the Church. Either 
therefore let him agree not todo fo, or let him 
be depriv*d.? 

As to which Canons, our excellent Biſhop 
Beveridge was ſo ſenſible of their obligation, that 
he would not make his near relation Dr. Stanley 
an Executor of his will, becanſe he was a Clergy- 
man: ſince it might engage him in ſuch law 

| ſuits, 
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ſaits, or the like avocations from his 
as contradicted theſe Laws of Chriſtianity : and 
he gave this very reaſon for his not making him 
his Executor in the will itſelf, which I have 
ſeen, that be was a Clergyman. But where to 
find another Biſhop of the fame Chriſtian diſpo- 
faction and reſolution I do not at all know. 

IX. If any Biſhop, or Preſbyter, or Dea- 
© con, or any one of the ſacerdotal catalogue, 
< when the Oblation is over, does not commu- 
t nicate, let him give his reaſon: and if it be 
« juſt, let him be forgiven ; but if he does not 
do it, let him be ſuſpended : as becoming the 
* cauſe of damage to the people; and occaſion- 
ing a ſuſpicion againſt him that offered, as of 
one that did not rightly offer.” 

X. All thoſe of the faithful that enter into 
© the holy church of God, and hear the ſacred 
«* ſcriptures, but do not ſtay during prayer, and 
the holy communion, muſt be ſuſpended : as 
© cauſing diſorder in the church.” 

Nov theſe two Canons ſuppoſe that there is a 
communion every Lord's day, as there ought 
always to be, and as ſtill is uſual in Cathedrals, 
and in fome pariſh churches. In which caſe, 
excepting a reaſonable excuſe be offered, not all 
Clergymen only, but all lay communicants are 
by this Chriſtian Law bound to communicate 
every Lord's day. This Law is not ſeldom broken 
by the Clergy, to my certain knowledge ; and 
moſt notoriouſly by the Laity : who hardly one 
in ten of a congregation that hear the Sermon 
ftay the communion. Nor have the body of 
them probably been at all inſtructed that this is 
a Law of Chriſtianity, and that every time they 
are abſent from the communion without a ſuffi- 

cient 
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cient reaſon, they are liable to be ſuſpended from 
receiving it at all. 

XIV. A Biſhop ought not to leave his own 
© pariſh, and leap to another; altho* the mul- 
« titude ſhould compel him, Sc. 

I have already ſhewed, pag. 39—44. Prius, that 
this 1s all the genuine : and that it abſo- 
Jutely forbids all tranſlation of Biſhops from one 
Dioceſe to another, upon any conſideration 
whatſoever. How little it is obſerved in theſe 
kingdoms every body knows, and truly good 
men do greatly lament. It ſeeming now the 
main buſineſs of our preſent political Biſhops ſo 
to behave themſelves in Parliament, that the 
Court may tranſlate them to richer Biſhopricks 
as quickly, and as often as poſſible. And I be- 
lieve we do not want an example in this age of 
ſuch as have had three tranſlations, or four Bi- 
ſhopricks in ſucceſſion. An excellent inſtance 
of obedience to Apoſtolical Authority 

XVII. He that has been twice married after 
© his Baptiſm, cannot be a Biſhop, or Preſbyter 
or Deacon; or indeed any one of the Sacerdo- 
tal Catalogue.“ 

I have already ſhewed the clear meaning and 
certain obligation of this Canon againſt Clergy- 
men's marrying more than once, or rather a- 
gainſt their officiating as Clergymen if they do ſo 
marry, pag. 31—38. prius. Ho often, and how 
groſsly this certain Law of Chriſtianity is broken 
by our preſent Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, is 
very notorious, and very ſhameful ; becauſe it is 
a Law repeated, as we have ſeen, no leſs than 
three times in our New Teſtament, as well as in 
the Conſtitutions, and in this Canon, and gene- 
rally obſerv'd for 400 years and more. Yet do 
ſome of the beſt of our great men and Biſhops, 


ſuch 
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ſuch as Biſhop Burnet himſelf, break it without 
any ſcruple. For tho* he married thrice, yet 
did he venture ſtil} to act as a Chriftian Biſhop, 
in direct oppoſition to all theſe laws of Chriſt : 
and this while we learn from his life, written by 
his ſon, that when he was Profeſſor at Glaſpow 
he himſelf made thefe very Apoſtolical Canons his 
text, when he inſtructed them in the ritual and 
conſtitutien of the Primitive Church. With ſuch 
contempt do even the Proteſtant Churches treat 
this certainly ſacred, and certainly Apoſtolical 
Rule of the Goſpel! 

XXVII. Of thoſe who come into the Cler- 
« gy unmarried, we permit only the | Subdea- 
© cons] Readers and. Singers, if they have a 
mind, to marry afterward.* 

This Canon, which is perpetually broken a- 
mong us, as well as the forementioned XVII“ 
of the like nature, has been already diſcourſed 
of, pag. 33, 34. Prius, Which diſcourſe need not 
be here repeated. 

XXX. If any Biſhop obtains that dignity 
by money; or even a Preſbyter, or a Dea- 
con, let him and he that ordained him be de- 
« privid; and let him be intirely cut off from 
communion, Se. 

XXXI. If any Biſhop makes uſe of the 
Rulers of this World, and by their means ob- 
tains to be a Biſhop of a Church, let him be 
depriv*d and ſuſpended, and all that commu- 
nicate with him. [Or rather, let him be de- 
priv*d ; and let all that communicate with him 
be ſuſpended.”] 

I be intire, the groſs breach of theſe wiſe and 


0 


juſt Laws of Chriſtianity, which in the rigour of 
them go a great way towards Unbiſhoping our 
modern Biſhops, and Unchurching our modern 

Churches, 
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Churches, has beerr the moſt fatal to true Primi- 
tive Chriſtianity of any other whatſoever : and 
has brought the Religion of our Saviour fo tho- 
roughly under ſecular t, and gene 
rally made our Biſhops ſo thoroughly worldly, 
and fo full of politicks, as is plainly intolerable. 
Nor durſt I incur the heinous guilt of breaking 
this Canon for the higheſt preferment in this 
Church or Kingdom. Jt muſt needs be that of- 


fences came : but wo unto thoſe men by whom they 


come. Matt. xvin. 7. 

XXXVIII. « Let a Synod of Biſhops be held 
twice in a and let them aſk one another 
the doctrines of piety; and let them deter- 
mine the Eccleſiaſtical Diſputes that happen. 
Once in the 4 Week of Pentecoſt-: and again 
on the 12" of the month Hyperderelens, {or 
the 15" of Offober.”] 

Theſe two meetings of Biſhops in a Year are i 
now never thought of: much leſs are the true in- 
tentions of thoſe meetings proſecuted, when 
they do meet upon the appointment of the State 
in Convocation. Yet are theſe two annual 
meetings reinforced by the Council of Nice, and 


the Council of Antioch-: as has been already ob- p. 52. 


ſerv*'d. When the Conſtitutions and Canons of 
the Apoſtles, or ſuch Councils as thafe of Nice 
and Antioch happen to decree what any modern 
Churches are fond of, they are cried up as of 
great authority: But when their decrees tend to 
reſtore ſuch Chriſtian doctrines, or practices. or 
rules of diſcipline as they have laid aſide, their 
authority is dwindled into juſt nothing.” . | 
XXXIX. + Let the Biſhop have cm of 

« Eccleſiaſtical Revenues ;. and adminifter them 
as in the preſence of God. Bur 'tis not lau- 
ful bor him to appropriate any part ot them to 
himſclf, 
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© himſelf, or to give the things 
o kindred. But if they be let 
< ſupport them as poor. But let him not, 
der ſuch pretences, alienate the revenues of 
© the Church. 

If this excellent Law of Chriſtianity were ob- 
ſerv'd, as it is not, it would go a great way to- 
wards curing the ambition of Churchmen. For 
if they did not hope to heap up riches, and raiſe 
families by the Eccleſiaſtical Revenues of their 
Biſhopricks, the duties of their function would 
ſeldom be fo earneſtly coveted, as its dignities 
and revenues now are, Which revenues at this 
day indeed ſeem to be uſed by the ſuperior clergy 
Juſt as freely as gentlemen uſe their own pater- 
nal eſtates, without any ſcruple ; to the great 
miſchief of the Church, and abuſe of its mainte- 
nance, which is thereby quite alienated from its 

itive intention. 
XILIL + A Biſhop, or Preſbyter, or Deacon, 

«< .who indulges himſelf in Dice or Drinking; ei- 
ther let him leave off thoſe practices, or let 
* him be depriv'd.? 

XLIII. If a Subdeacon, a Reader, or a 

Singer does the like, either let him leave off, 
3 - 7 a areand and ſo for one of 
the Laity 

I — the examples of deprivation of the 
upper: Clergy, or ſuſpenſion of the lower Clergy 
or Laity, tor gaming or drinking, are at pre- 
ſent rare: *Tis very well if the vices 
themfelyes be equally rare alſo. 

XLIV. <. A Biſhop, a Preſpyter, or Deacon 
* who requires uſury of thoſe he lends to; ei- 
© ther let him leave off to do fo, or let biz be 


2 depriv*'d.? 
How 
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How little this Law of Chriſtianity, 


which 
ſeems peculiarly to oblige the Clergy, and has 
been frequently confirm'd by ſucceeding Coun- 
cils of the Church, and is not, I believe, abro- 
gated by any one Council till this very day, is 
now obſerv'd, I need not ſay. Every cnn hapes 
that no manner of regard is paid to it. But as 
to this matter of Uſury in general, ſee the Horeb 
Covenant Reviv'd, pag. A 


L. If any Biſhop, or Preſbyter, does not 
perform the Three 1 


miſſion; hut One Immerſion, which is given 
into the death of Chriſt z let him be depriv'd. 
For the Lord did not ſay, Baptize into my 
death: but, Go ye, and make diſciples of all na- Matt. 
© tions; baptizing 
© and of the Son, and of the Holy Gbaſt. Do you 
therefore, O Biſhops, baptize thrice into One 
Father, and Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; accord- 

© ing to the twill of Cbriſt, and our Confiitution 

* by the Spirit. 

This Canon for trine immerſion, ſo conſtantly 
obſerved in the firſt ages, is here in particular 
inforced not only by the command. of Chriſt 
himſelf, extant in Matt: xxviii. ig. but by the 
teſtimony of the Haly Ghoſt thereto anne x'd, which 
teftimony of the Holy Gbaſt is no where elſe diſtinctly 
appealed to in the other Canons. See Jab. xiv. 
26. xv. 26, 27. xvi. 13, 14, 15. A. xv. 28. 
Conſtitut. II. 32. III. 16, 17. VI. 15. VII. 22. 
42, 43, 44. And note farther, ** this Canon 
reters to the body of theſe very Conſtitutions, as 
made under the conduct of the Hol Spirit; and 
that the form of Baptiſm into the three diſtinct 
names of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
were then underſtood as directly implying this 
trine immerſion, However this Canon is now fo 


I 2 perpetually 


them unto the name of the Father, **viii. 19. 


* 
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perpetually broken by the prefent Churches, nay 
even by thoſe good men among the Bapeif 
who have, in great meafure, corrected other 
modern errors about this ſacred Ordinance of 
Chriſtianity ; that, if executed to the rigour, it 
would occaſion the depriĩvation of almoſt all our 
Clergy, both Churchmen and Diſſenters: and 
certainly deferves the moſt ferrous confideration 
and reformation among them all. However, as 
to what grounds there is to believe that our Sa- 
viour will not eſteem fuch our preſent unhappy 
practices as ſufficient to render al} our Baptifms 
nul, or to oblige them to be repeated, See the 
Argument, pag. 1, 12 
LIV. If any Clergyman be taken eating in 
* a Tavern, let him be ſuſpended: excepting 
when he is forced to bait at an Inn, upon the 

fra.“ 
I this wiſe and good u of Chriſtianity a- 
gainſt Clergymen's frequenting Taverns were 
throughly executed, no imal] part of our Clergy 
would ſoon be put under ſuſpenſion. 
XXXVII. If any Biſhop that is ordained 
C does not undertake his office, nor take care of 
the le committed to him, let him be ſuſ- 
« pended, until he do undertake it: and in like 
© manner a Preſbyter; and a Deacon, c. 
L VIII. A Biſhop, or Preſbyter, who takes 


inſtruct them in piety, let him be fuſ} 

And if he continue in his negligenee, let him 
be depriv*d.” 

How theſe Canons can be obſerved by ſuch 
2 Biſhop as never goes down to his dioceſe at all, 


SP 9 -# ©Þ® :« 


even in ſeveral years time, that he has ventured 
to take the profits of his Biſhoprick, which is 
not without a mos ths example in-our own 

age; 


no care of the Clergy or People, and does not 


* 
——_ 
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age; or by others that go down ſo late, and re- 
turn to the metropolis ſo ſoon ; and perha 
while they are there take little care of he pr: 
tual part of their function, deſerves the ſe- 
rious conſideration. If this Canon were duly 
— I fear ſome of our preſent Bi 
would ſoon on this account be under ſuſpenſion, | 
if not deprivation alſo. | 
LXIII. If any Biſhop, or Preſbyter, or | 
Deacon, or indeed any one of the Sacerdotal 
Catalogue, cars fleſh with the blood of its life ; 14 
or that which is torn by beaſts; or which died 
of itſelf; let him de depriv d. For this the 
© law itſelf has forbidden. But if he be one of 
the Laity, let him be ſuſpended.” 
How very little this Law againſt the eating of Conftitue. 
blood, obſerved by the antediluvian Patriarchs ; VI. 12. 
renew*d to Noah, and all his poſterity ; con- 
firm'd by the Law of Meſes ; corroborated by 
the firſt Apoſtolical Council of Feruſalem, AF 
XV. Conſtilut. VI. 12. and that peculiarly as 
obligatory on Gentile Chriſtians ; in 
this A poſtolical Canon; and conſtantly practiſed 
in the firſt ages; is now regarded either by the 
Clergy or Laity, we all know. Nor does the 
contrary practice againſt ſuch certain and unde- 
niable evidence ſeem other than a publick con- 
tempt of Divine' Authority, and of the Laws of 
che Goſpel ; and well deſerves that deprivation of 
the Clergy, and ſuſpenſion of the Laity; which 
are the proper puniſhments here allotted for ſuch 
| groſs inſtances of diſobedience. But of the juſt 
| extent of this Law, tee Horeb Covenant, pag. 69, 
| 2 
LXIX: If any Biſhop, or Preſbyter, or 
| Deacon, or * or Singer, does not faſt 
- the faſt for forty days: [of five days before 


paſſion 


Matt. xxii. 
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« paſſion weck; in memory of thoſe forty days 
between the reſurrection and aſcenſion, * 


5 the Laws of Chriſtianity were firſt delivered, 
« Conſtitus. V. 13.] or the fourth day of the 
« week, and the day of the preparation; [Wed- 
* xeſday and Friday] let him be depriv'd: ex- 
© cept he be hindred by weakneſs of body. But 


if he be one of the Laity, let him be ſuſ- 
< pended.” 

How lictle this undoubted, this truly reli- 
gious, and truly charitable Law of Chriſtianity , 
whereby the value of two meals in a week were 
conſtantly to be ſaved for the poor; and two 
dinner times for Chriſtian Stations at the 
publick worſhip is now obſerved, every body 
knows. I call it an andoubied, as well as a reli- 

gious and charitable Law: becauſe the evidence 
tor its obſervation in the firſt centuries is truly 
undenjable ; nay more undeniable than for the 
abſervation of the Lord's day itſelf. See St. Clz- 
ment's and St. Irenæuss Vindication of the Apo- 
ſtolical Conſtjtutions, pag. 42—48. Nor is the 
breach of this Law in the here leſs than 
deprivation, and in the Laity ſuſpenſion. 

LXXXIII. Let a Biſhop, or Preſbyter, or 
* Deacon, who goes into the army, and de- 
« fires to retain both a government under the 
* Romans, and the ſacerdotal adminiſtration, be 
0 depriv'd-: For the things of Czfar belong to Cæ- 
far: and the things of God ti Gad.“ 

How little this wiſe Law of Chriſtianity i is ob- 
ſerved here, all the Biſhops of Great Britain and 

reland that are Lords in Parliament can witneſs, 

or does this unhappy mixture of Church and 
State; Ecclefiaſtical Authority and Temporal! 
Baronage ; the Sacred and t duty of 
a 9 — Biſhop, and the Secular and . 
cnt 


the Epiſcopal Order to the ſt | 
of prevarication; and their real belief of Chri- 
ſtianity to the moſt violent ſuſpicion. Nor does 
it ſeem to me that any other occaſion of the pre- 
ſent infidelity and contempt of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion has been ſo fatally effectual to that end, as 
our Biſhops being made by Courtiers ; attending 
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dent ſtate of a Courtier ; do other than expoſe 


| temptations 


the Parliament as Courtiers ; and almoſt 
tually appearing to prefer the Laws and Advan- 
tages of the State in this world, before the Ca- 
nons of the Apoſtles, and the rewards of the 
Chriſtian Religion in the other. Pudet bæc op- 


probria nobis & dici potuiſſe, & non potuiſſe re- 
fell ! , 


LV. If any one of the Clergy abuſes his 


* + Biſhop unjuſtly, let him be depriv'd. For, 
© fays the Scripture, Thou alt not ſpeak evil of y, Ixil. 
le. 5 1 


the ruler of thy peop 
LXXXIV. Whoſoever ſhall abuſe the 
King, or a Gpvernor unjuſtly, let him ſuffer 
« puniſhment. And if he be a Clergyman, let 
* him be depriv'd : but if he be a Layman, let 
* him be ſuſpended.” 
What I would have here carefully noted is 
this; that every ſcandalum magnatum, or a re- 
proach upon great men, ought to be an anjuſt or 
J2iſe reproach upon them, before their authors 
be puniſhed either with. ſuſpenſion or depriva- 
tion. Whence our modern Eccleſiaſtical Courts 
ſhould learn wiſdom : and not oppreſs poor un- 
thiaking but well meaning people, when they 
ſpeak no more than ſaber perſons in the neigh- 
bourhood believe to be true. A wiſe judge in 
ſuch a caſe might not do amiſs to caution per- 
ſons brought before him on thoſe accounts from 
being too raſh and cenſorious againſt their 
3 neighbours ; 
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neighbours; but ought never to puniſh them 
legally, unleſs the accuſation appear to be un. 


true or unjuſt. So much wiſer and leſs tyrannical 
are the ſacred Laws of the Goſpel, than the 
Laws of Em Kings, Popes, or Synods. 
See the like Chriſtian caution elſewhere, Can. 
XV. XXIX. XXXII. Which Canons deſerve 
to be here ſet down diſtinctly for the direction 
and guidance of the Church in the cafes wherein 
are concerned, as follows : 
- 15. If any Preſbyter, or Deacon, or any one 
of the Catalogue of the Clergy leaves his own 
roy [dioceſe] and goes to another, and in- 
y removing himſelf continues in that other 
pai, [dioceſe] without the conſent of his own 
ſhop, him we command no longer to go on 
in his miniſtry, Eſpecially in caſe his Biſhop 
calls upon him.to return, and he does not obey, 
but continues in his diſorder. However, Let 
* 1 — as a Layman. 
. If any _ or Pre ſbyter, or Deacon 
1 is juſtly — for manife 1 crimes does ven- 
ture to meddle with that miniſtration, which 
was once intruſted to him, Let the ſame perſon 
be intirely cut off from the Church. 

32. If any Preſbyter deſpiſes his own Biſhop, 
and aſſembles ſeparately, and fixes another altar, 
when be has nothing to condemn. in bis Biſtap either 
as to piety or righteouſneſs, Let him be depriv'd, 
as an ambitious perſon, for he is a tyrant, and 
the reſt of the clergy whoever join themſclveg to 
him. And Let the Laity be ſuſpended. But 
Let theſe things be done after one, and a ſecond, 
ar even a third admonition from the Biſhop. | 

LXXXV. Let the following Books be 
© efteemed venerable and holy by you, both 
aof the Clergy and Laity, Of the Old Teſta- 

ment, 
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ment, the five books of Moſes ; Geneſis, Exo- 
dug, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy : 
© one of Joſhua the fon of Nun: one of the 
Judges: one of Ruth : four of the Kings : two 
« of the Chronicles : two of Efdras : one of 
s Eſther : [one of Judith :] three of the Macca- 
« bees : one of Fob : one hundred and fifty 
* Pſalms : three books of Solomon, Proverbs, 
Eccleſiaſtes, and the Song of Songs, [or Wiſdom 
* of Solomon :] ſixteen Prophets. And, beſides 
* theſe, take care that your young perſons learn 
the Wiſdom of the learned Sirach, [ Ec- 
* clefiaſticus.] But our Sacred Books, that is 
© thoſe of the New Teſtament, are theſe : the four 
« Goſpels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Jobn : 
« the fourteen Epiſtles of Paul: two Epiſtles of 
Peter: three of Jobn : one of Janes: one of 
Jude: two Epiſtles of Clement: and the Con- 
«* ſtitutions dedicated to you the Biſhops, by me 
Clement, in eight books: which 'tis not fit to 
© publiſh before all, becauſe of the Myſteries 
6 * them. And the Acts of Us the 
6 
B. When this LXXXV® A poſtolical Ca- 
non was made tis exceeding eaſy to determine 
from its contents, i. e. after the writing of the pyim. 
Second and Third Epiſtles of St. Jabn, and that of Chrif. Ree 
Jude, about A. D. 83, $4, and 85. which are 27 4. Vol. 
there enumerated : during the life-time of St. Cle- _ Pag. 
ment, who wrote it, and who died about A. D. 74d. pag. 
88. and before the writing of the Shepherd of 96. 
Hermas, about A. D. 87. of the Revelation of %. pag. 
St. Jobn, A. D. 96. of natius's and Polycarp's 7, 
Epiſtles, A. D. 116. None of which are once 144 
either cited in the Conſtitutions themſelves, (as #id. 
are thoſe written formerly cited no fewer than 537 
times) or mentioned in this Canon. Nor can any 

K juſt 
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Juſt reaſon be alledg'd for the omiſſion of any of 
theſe Sacred Books of the New Teſtament in this 
place, eſpecially not of the Revelation of St. Jobn, 
which was among the moſt known, and moſt 
undoubted books of the New Teſtament in the 
two firſt centuries ; but this only, that when this 
Canon was made they were not then written: So 
that all circumſtances conſpire to aſſure us that 
theſe Canons are to be dated about A. D. 86. 
ten years before the writing the Revelation of 
St. Fobn. The moderns indeed cannot, or ra- 
ther dare not fee this, tho? as clear as the Sun at 
noon day: becauſe of their groſs ignorance z 
weak prejudices ; and violent inclinations to the 
contrary. However, we muſt farther take no- 
tice, that altho' this Apoſtolical Canon of Scrip- 


ture, or Authentick Catalogue of Sacred Wri- 


tings, could contain no more books than were 


written when it was made: Yet does not this 


afford the leaſt foundation for excluding from 
the New Teſtament the reſt of the writings of 
the Apoſtolical Fathers, Hermas, Barnabas, Ig- 
natius, and Polycarp ; which are commonly tiled 
Apaſtelical Fathers only, as the latter ages igno- 
rantly ſuppoſe : but which are moſt certainly 
Books of the New Teſtament alſo. Nor is there 
the leaſt reaſon for ſuppoling Mark, and Luke, 
who were no Apoſtles, but only Companions of 
the Apoſtles ; together with James and Jude, 
who were no Apoſiles, but only the Brethren of 
our Saviour, and Companions of the ſame Apoſtles, 
to have their writings eſteemed Sacred Books of 
Scripture, as we do; rather than Clement, Bar- 
nabas, Hermas, Ignatius, and Polycarp, who 
were known Companions of the fame Apoſtles 
alſo. *Tis however true, that neither the Reve- 
lation of St. Jabn, nor the writings of Barnabas, or 

| | Her mas, 
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Hermas, or Jenatius, or Polycarp, can be pro- 
rly called Canonical Scriptures, as are all the 
reſt of the Books in this Catalogue, even the 
two Epiſtles of Clement, and the eight books of 
Apoſtolical Conſtitutions themſelves : becauſe, 
and only becauſe Barnabas belonged not to the 
churches of the Gentiles, to which the Conſtitu- 
tions are directed, I. Pref. and becauſe the reſt 
were written after the Canon was made, and ſo 
could not be inſerted therein. And indeed I 
find the moderns ſo much unacquainted with the 
true ſtate of Chriſtianity in the firſt century, for 
want of their acknowledgment and uſe of theſe 
books, and eſpecially of the principal of them, 
the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions ; which that moſt 
pernicious Heretick Abanaſius, and, his early 
followers, diſcouraged or diſcarded in the fourth 
century ; that they are perpetually run a 
by even ſuch poor writers as Mr. Toland, and 
the author of the pamphlets againſt St. Matthew's 
Goſpel, in the diſpute concerning that Canon of 
Seripture, without a poſſibility of any ſatisfactory 
reply to be made to them, And this com- 
mon hypotheſis, this rejection of about half the 
Sacred Books of the New Teſtament, I look 
upon as the principal Abanaſian or Popiſb Im- 
| poſition of all others. See Abanaſian Forgeries, 

pag. 105, Cc. © | 
What I would add more is this: that theſe 
Apoſtolical Canons, how little ſoever they have 
been in general reliſhed under Atbanaſianiſin and 
Popery, have all along kept their ground, and 
ſo evidently have been eſteemed the Laws by 
which the Chriſtian Church was originally go- 
verned from the days of the Apoſtles, that nei- 
ther the Abanaſians, nor the Papiſts have ever 
wholly rejected their authority. Accordingly 
2 Du 
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Bibliothecs, Du Pin aſſures us, that I/idore made no diffi- - 
Vol. I. p. © culty to afford them a place in his Collection 


15. © of Canons; and that they have ever ſince been 

* always accounted a part of the Canon Law. 
Nay farther, fince the Canon Law was here as 
well as elſewhere received as ſuch, and never ab- 
rogated by any Act of Parliament, or Ecclefi- 
aſtical Synod whatſoever, theſe Canons muſt ſtill 
be of force here: and not only may, but qught 
to be executed at this day. And highly worth 
remark it is, that as the Civil Laws of the Jews 

by Moſes, excepti the Ceremonial; which in 

my Horeb Covenant Reviv'd I have clearly prov'd 

to oblige all Chriſtian Kingdoms and States in 

civil affairs, are very ſhort, not many more in 
number than 130. So that theſe Canons of the 
Apoſtles, which moſt certainly oblige all Chriſtian 
Biſhops, Prieſts, Deacons, and People in Spiri- 

tual and Eccleſiaſtical affairs ; are alſo very 

ſhort ; and not more in number than $5. both 

which kinds of Laws will hardly take 

See 4poſo- ſheets of paper. While the — of 4 

, Empire, our Acts of Parliament 3 and the Po- 

Lateal piſh and Proteſtant Canons take up a vaſt num- 
Courts, ber of folios, As alſo it is highly worth remark, 

pag 21. what numberleſs volumes of Polemical Divinit 

thoſe peſts of true Chriſtianity, have follow 

upon the laying aſide of the Conſtitutions and 

Canons of the Apoſtles ; which Polemical Divi- 

nity however is retold by the Apoſtles and their 

Companions, in the concluſion of theſe Canons; 

and that prediction has proved moſt true ever 

fince the fourth century, and continues to be 

true to this very day. The words are very re- 

markable, and directed to the Biſhops made 

by the Apoſtles, and are highly worthy 

the regard of all the preen Biſhops of the 
Church, 


„ 
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Church, Let theſe Rules, ſay 
| © eflabliſhed by us for you, 
if you continue to » you 
U be ſaved, and ſhall have peace: But if 
be diſobedient, you ſhall be puniſhed 3 
ve everlaſting war one with another; 


ha 
un a penalty ſuitable to your diſobe- 
dience.* 


As for myſelf, when I examined the Apoſto- 
lical Conſtitutions and Canons about twenty-nine 
or thirty years ago; and whey I found the evi- 
dence I then met with for their being truly Apo- 
ſtolical, to be ſtrongly confirmed by my en- 
quiries ever fince, I can have little more doubt 
of their belonging to the firſt century of Chri- 
ſtianity, than I have* that St. Paul's Epiſtles 
belong to the ſame century. Nor have I dared 
any more to break the Rules there laid down 
for Chriſtian Practice all theſe years, than I durſt 
break the Laws of the New Teſtament. I alſo 
own myſelf intirely of Dr. Grabe's opinion, that 
till theſe Rules be admitted in our ſeveral 
2 thoſe Churches will never be * 

will never have peace and quietneſs | 
one another: which indeed the Apoſtles, as we 
have lately ſeen, have pronounced above 1600 
— Nor do I eſteem it any more in the 
power of the moſt learned man among Chriſtians, 
to know what were the original Laws, Doctrines, 
Rules of Diſcipline, and Forms of publick wor- 
ſhip, and of adminiſtration of Baptiſm and the 
Euchariſt in Chriſt's Church, without the Apaſto- 
lical Conſtitutions and Canons, wherein, and 
wherein alone they are all fully and authenticall 
delivered, than it is in the power of the mo 
learned Jewiſb Rabbi to know the parallel ſettle- 
ments of Maſess Laws without the * 
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joe. Gin, 


the 
O 


And 
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Tis true, many objections are raiſed againſt the 
genuine authority of the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, 
and their laſt chapter, theſe Apoſtclica! Canons; 
ſuch as ſmatterers in learning, or perſons greatly 
prejudic'd can eafily raiſe againſt what they do 
not like : and asa late unlearned writer has been 
able to raiſe againſt St. Matthew*s Goſpel itſelf: 
ſuch indeed as, upon the common miſtakes of 
modern ages, ſeem ſtronger than any of the like 
uſually made againſt the records before us. But 
the real truth is, what a Baptiſt Teacher once 
honeſtly confeſs*d to me, This book is too good 
for us; and we will not be ſo good as it 
would have us to be.“ Tis indeed a ſyſtem 
of excellent and Divine Laws, which our cor- 
rupt age has no mind to ſubmit to. Does a 

one believe the body of the preſent Biſhops, 
Priefts, and Deacons are willing to come under 
thoſe Canons above recited ? or are our Cour- 
tiers and Place-men willing to loſe a good yearly 
income upon their rejection from that Commu- 
nion for infidelity or wickedneſs, which the 
Law of the ſtate makes a neceffary condition of 
their preferment? I ſuppoſe not. Nor is the 
caſe much different in other inſtances. And if 
men be once throughly byaſs'd by intereſt or 
inclination, non perſuadebis, etiamſi perſuaſeris. 
Plauſible Colours and Excuſes will be for ever 
found out in fuch cafes. And indeed I eſteem 


three of the greateſt inſtances that I have met 


with of the power of prejudice and inclination, 
even in very great men, to be Sir 1/aac Newton's 
Chronology : Biſhop Pearſon's Vindication of 
the ſmaller Epiſtles of Igxatius: and our modern 
Criticks pretended inability to diſcover the ge- 
nuine antiquity and authority of theſe Conſtitu- 


tions and Canons: which yet have been by 1 0 
0 
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ſo fully and undeniably proved to be truly Apo- 

ſtolical, that no one great man has ventured to 

enter into the bottom of the original evidence, 

nor to write with tolerable judgment and ſagacity 

againſt them, during theſe 28 years that ſuch 

evidence has been laid before them. They dare 

not examine, they dare not examine theſe matters to 

the bottom ; to uſe the words of one of the beſt 

and moſt learned of all our modern Biſhops, Dr. 

Smalridge ; For if they ſhould examine, and find See Me- 

that I am in the right, the Church has then been in n of 

an error ſo many hundred years] and muſt alto * 4 
tly alter her conduct, her faith, her practice, 111. 24 

and her diſcipline : ſhe muſt then be forced to Edit. 

relinquiſh frequently the hopes of this world, for 

the hopes of heaven: which tho? eaſily exhorted 

to in the pulpit, is not ſo eaſily practiſed out of 

it by the Clergy, any more than by the Laity. 

I now come to addreſs myſelf to the Clergy, 
the Biſhops, Preſbyters, and Deacons of Great- 
Britain and Ireland, upon the conſideration of 
the Premiſes ; and to exhort them earneſtly to. 
endeavour the Reſtoration of Chriſtian Diſci- 
pline : and that commonly in my own words, 
upon ſeveral former occaſions : and alſo in the 
words of Biſhop Burnet, in hisexcellent conclu- 
ſion of the Hiſtory of his own time. 

And now for my brethren of the Clergy, I Refle- 
muſt beg leave to ſpeak my mind freely to them. tions on 
And after all that I have ſaid in theſe Re- Trg 
flections in vindication of true Religion, and ge- pag. TOO 
nuine Chriſtianity z in defence of the Church of &c. 
Chriſt, and its Miniſters ; I muſt own, that the 
main foundation of this, and the like Pamphlets 
is the corrupt ſtate of the Church, and the un- 
chriſtian behaviour of too many of the leading 
Clergy in theſe latter ages : their ſuppoſed am- 


bition, 
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bition, pride, tyrannical management, refuſal 
of examination, and reformation, impoſition of 
uncertain articles, myſteries, terms of art, and 
laws of their on; their great neglett of Chri- 
tian yy their engaging the temporal 
power for their own ſupport, and for the cruſh- 
ZU 
often party ſermons, and political notions, in 
— 29 their ſup 
court or country, inſtead of the ſerĩous and 
ritual doctrines and laws of Jeſus Chrift ; their 
heaping up plurality of livings, without S. 
fufficient care of any of them; advancing their 
own ſecular power and grandeur, without a due 
regard to converſion, inſtruction, edifica- 
tion, and ſalvation of fouls ; their railing againſt 
and perſecuting their Chriſtian brethren, who, 
in ſmaller matters, happen to differ from them: 
inſtead of reftoring 1 oy of 
and conderng ca y whether they have not 
juſtice on their ſide. Theſe 
and the 1 commonly ſu to 
be among the Clergy, eſpecially the 22 
part of them : I mean not only in the Popi 
Churches, but in thoſe of the Proteſtants alſo: 


eſpecially where rr 
the ſtate, and can make uſe of legal methods 


for their own purpoſes ; as in England, Scotland, 
Ireland, Holland, Germany, and almoſt every 
where in theſe weſtern parts of Chriſtendom. 
And give me leave to ſay, theſe are vices of fo 
heinous a nature, ſo icious to mankind, fo 
reproachful among the laity, ſo unworthy of 
our holy profeſſion, both as Chriſtians, and 
Clergymen, and give ſuch a fatal handle to the 
Deiſts, Atheiſts, and Libertines to abbor the 
6 


whether of the 


f 
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els of Chriſt, by the 
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Chriſt, to ſuſpect all religion to be a cheat, and 
even to be believed ſo by many of the Clergy 
themſelves; and they afford them ſuch perpe- 
tual matter for reproach and obliquy, ſcandal, 
and calumny againſt the whole” order, that 
care can be too t to avoid, not only 
vices themſelves, but the very ſuſpi 
them. No this being too like the ſtare of the 
{governing part of the] Clergy, and "theſe the 
vices which the laity, eſpecially thoſe inclin'd to 
infidelity, think they obſerve, and cannot but 


abhor in them, and which are plainly the prin- 


cipal handles and occaſions for infidelity irfelf, 
I cannot but beg of all my brethren by the bow- 
regards of the Goſpel, and 
the future hopes of Chriſtians ; as ever they de- 
fire to give up their accounts with joy when the - 
chief ſhepherd ſhall appear; nay, as they fear the 
terrors of the Lord; as they will avoid the laſhes 
of their own conſciences here and hereafter ; as 
they will not be charged with the growing A- 
theiſm, Deiſm, and Infidelity of this age, and 
ſo have both their own, and the fouls of multi- 
tudes of others required at their hands at the 
great day, that they will conſider ſeriouſly of 
theſe matters; and, ſo far as the crimes are 
true, endeavour to amend them : that they will 
no longer oppoſe free enquiries, fair examina- 
tion, and a ſuitable correction of what is amiſs: 
—that they will alſo, upon any of their enqui- 
ries and examination, openly and freely own 
their ſentiments, and a& and ſpeak accordingly : 
—that they will particularly conſider the ſa- 
credneſs and duties of their holy function; the 
dignity and nature of their office; the great 
dependence religion itſelf has on their chazatex . 
and behaviour 3 the ſolemnity cf their ordina- 

g ; L tion, 
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1 tion, and the great obligations they then took 
upon themſelves; and what a noble and high 
degree of all virtues the Apoſtles do ever ſup. 
poſe and expect in Chriſtian Clergymen, as the 
only foundation of their eſteem, honour, and 
maintenance in this world, and of their happi- 
neſs in the next. I conclude with the affecting 
words of the Prophet Ezekiel, as ſet down and 
applied to the Clergy of the Chriſtian Church in 
the Apaſtolical Conſtitutions, Lib. II. Chap. 18. 
And earneſtly beſeech God we may all take 
warning from them ; leſt they riſe up to all our 
condemnation hereafter. Wo unto the ſhepherds 
of Iſrael, for they bave fed themſelves ; the ſbep- 
berd; feed not the ſheep, but themſelves, Ne eat the 
milk, and are cloatbed with the wooll ; ye ſlay the 
ſtrong, ye do not feed the ſheep. The weak have ye 
not ſtrengthened : neither have ye healed that which 
was fick : neither have ye bound up that which 
was broken : neither have ye brought again that 
which was driven away : neither have ye ſought 
: that which was leſt : but with force and inſult bave 
. | ye ruled over them : and they were ſcattered, be- 
f cauſe there was no ſhepberd; and they became meat 

to all the beaſts of the foreſt. 

Argu- Our want of Chriſtian Diſcipline, which yet if 
ment, pag. any thing ſure is neceſſary to a Chriſtian Church, 
2. is ſo great, and ſo notorious, as makes it un- 
fit for us ſo much as to compare ourſelves in 
that point with other reformed Churches. For 
what mighty advantage, I pray, is it to have a 
right form of Church government, if the Church 
be not all the while well governed? And how 
can we value ourſelves above other Churches, 


which are Preſbyterian, if the other really take | 
care that the Laws of the Goſpel be as well or 
better obſeryed than our Epiſcopal Church 3 P 

| > r 
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Or how can we pride ourſelves for having Bi- 
ſhops to lay on hands in Ordinations, if they do 
not commonly ordain with ſo much examina- 
tion, ſeriouſneſs, and ſolemnity as others; and 
if thoſe that are ordained are ft tly leſs fim 
for the miniſterial functions! if, I ſay, this be 
not ſeldom our caſe, as I doubt it 1s, I fear that 
we ſhall have ſmall comfort of our other advan- 
tages at the t day. 


And now, Chriſtian Readers, give me leave, pag. 22, 
for a concluſion, to exhort you all, Chriſtians or 23, 21 


Clergymen, to reflect with yourſelves, how 
great pity it 1s that ſo many learned and pious 
men, of all ſides, ſhould be obliged to ſpend 
that zeal, and thoſe ſtudies in confuting and ex- 

each other's and opinions, which 
might all be ſo much better ſpent in healing the 
breaches, correfting the errors, reforming the 
vices, and reſtoring the diſcipline of their ſeveral 
Churches. Let the truly learned lay their hands 
upon their hearts, and honeſtly declare, whe- 
ther any [modern] Church can, upon a fair 
and 1mpartial compariſon of their preſent ſer- 
tlements with the original laws of our religion, 
pretend to have kept them? and whether any 
Church has the leaft authority or commiſſion 
from Chriſt or his Apoſtles for altering ſuch 
laws? nay whether the alteration of them be not 
highly criminal in the fight of God? Let us 
rather all confeſs our ſeveral deviations from, 
and corruprions of the pure and undefiled religion 
of our Lord and Saviour; and teſtify our ſin- 
cere repentance for ſe doing by the readineſs of 
eur amendment and reformation for the time to 
come 3 and by our chearful forgiveneſs of others 
who have alike tranſgreſſed with us. Let us all 
conſider, that when we ſhall ſtand before the 


L 2 judgmen 
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judgment ſet of Chriſt, we ſhall be depriv'd of 
all our temporal advantages, legal ſettlements, 
uy © ſecular privileges, and worldly ſupports ; and 
1 | ſhall then rather defire to have been the 

ind moſt deſpicable followers of Chriſt, and pro- 
moters of his true religion, and of the falvation 
of thoſe ſouls which he has bought with his moſt 
| precious blood, than to have had the greateſt 

2 dignities and preferments upon earth, c. 
> Authent. Nor can I well avoid to add a few words 
-—==4; Il upon a diſcourſe which Dr. Clarke and I had 
e with Sir Jſaac Newton, many years ago, about 

Pag. 1075, . . he. 
1076. the ancient manner of election and ordination of 
Chriſtian Biſhops ; viz. * That they were firſt 
* choſen by the people, and then ordain'd by 
* the neighbouring Biſhops : and that neither 
the choice of the people could make a Biſhop, 
« without the ordination of the other Biſhops : 
nor could the Biſhops ordain any one to that 
office till they were choſen by the people. 
Which is the undoubted appointment of the A- 
poſtles in their Conſtitutions, and was the un- 
doubted practice of the Church till the days of 
Conſtantine. Then indeed Political Maxim, in 
the ſtate began, by degrees, to overbear Apoſtoli- 
cal Injunftions to the Church: and Political 
Churchmen began, by degrees, to acquieſce in 
ſuch Political Maxims, in order to obtain the fa- 
vour of the ſtate for their advancement, con- 
trary to the known and expreſs laws of Chriſti- 
anity. And, if I may be allow'd to ſpeak 2 
very ſad truth, upon a very fad occafion, ſince 
have obſerv*'d the management of our Courts, 
and of the ambitious Clergy about them, Polit- 
cal Opinions have been, not ſeldom, very much 
more regarded in the recommendation to even 
the higheſt ſacred offices, than Chriſtian Qualif- 
| cal ians. 
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eations. And he who can preach on the Lord's 
day as if he were in earneſt in Chriſtiamiy ;, and 
act all the week as if he were more in earneſt 
in his political compliances, will commonly ſtand 
faireſt for nt in the opinion of thoſe 
who beſtow it. I heartily wiſh his preſent Moſt 
Excellent Majeſty King George II. and his Mi- 
niſters, may afford no longer ſuch temptations to 
the clergy about them ; and that the clergy 
about them may afford the world no longer ſuch 
ſuſpicions, that they are much more 1n earneſt 


for Preferment, than for Chriſtianity. 


If the Reader will pardon a ſhort, and not Memoirs 
unſeaſonable digreſſion, it is clearly my Opi- of Dr. 


nion, that till our defenders of Chriſtianity 
more than they 
as to affording the world this conviction, that 
they are really in earneſt themſelves z particu- 
— till our Biſhops leave off procuring Com- 
mendams, and heaping up riches and preferments 
on themſelves, their relations, and favourites: 
Nay, till they correct their Non-refidence ; till 
they leave the Court, the Parliament, and their 
Politicks, and go down to their ſeveral Dioceſes, 
and there labour in the vineyard of Chriſt; inſtead 
of ſtanding the moſt part of tbe day idle at the 
Metropolis; They may write what learned Vin- 
dications and Paſtoral Leiters they pleaſe z the ob- 
ſerving unbelievers will not be ſatisfied they are 
in earneſt : and, by conſequence, will be little 
moved by all - Bs ts and exhortations. 
But then as to any Apology for the conduct of our 


modern Biſhops, ſo buſy about preſent prefer- 


ments, and preſent eccleſiaſtical ſettlements, 
while true genuine Primitive Chriſtianity is ſo 
little regarded by them, I can make it no better 
can ſuch as the excellent Mr. Nelſon once _ 

or 


have moſt of them hitherto done, Pg. 15 
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for ſome of them, when complaint was made in- 
the Society for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge 
of their coldneſs in ſeconding and ſup pporting 


fome Chriſtzan deſigns laid before them : 
ſaid, * Conſidering why they are made Biſhops, 
« *tis well they nw. Joon Hu And what opi- 
nion of the Clergy” s preaching is entertain'd by 
ſome, we may learn from the known ſtory of 
the conference between Dean Aldridge, and Mr. 
Booth the famous Comedian. For when the 
Dean declared to Mr. Booth his ſurprize, how 
Comedians ſhould fo deeply affect an audience, 
while Preachers cannot do it, whoſe ſubjects are 
yet fo much more ſerious and affecti 
others fictions; Mr. Booth, upon leave obtain'd 
to ſpeak his mind with the utmoſt freedom, 
made anſwer, * Mr. Dean, we are in earneſt, 
and you are not.” 

I come now to Biſhop Burne!'s very ſerious 
addreſs to the Biſhops and Clergy, part of 
which I am willing to make my own addreſs 
to them alſo. But before I come to it, I muſt 
mention an obſervation of his concerning a 
clauſe of groſs flattery inſerted into a prayer in 
the days of King Charles II. and ſtill continued 
to every King and Queen ſince, good or bad, 
Proteſtant or Papiſt, to this day. The clauſe is 
this: A Collect, ſays the Biſhop, was alſo 


Hiſtory of drawn after the reſtoration, for the Parliament, 
his own (in which a New Epithet was added to the 


Time, Vol. 


I. pag. 


(fol.) 183. © 


King's [Charles II.] Title, that gave great 
offence, and occaſionꝰd much indecent raillery. 
He was ſtiled our moſt religious King. It was 
not eaſy to give a proper ſenſe to this, and to 
make it go well down; ſince whatever the 
ſignification of religion might be in the Latin 
word, as importing the ſacredneſs of the 
King's 
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(79) 


King's perſon ; yet in the Exgliſ language it 
«© bore a fignification no way applicable to the 
King. And thoſe who took great liberties 
« with him, have often aſked him, what muſt 
all his people think, when they heard him 
« pray'd for as their moſt religious King ** Moſt 
certainly this ſtands in the greateſt need of cor- 


rection. Moſt certainly if we flatter Princes in 


Addreſſes made to themſelves, we ought never 
to intereſt Almighty God in ſuch our flatteries ; 
and leaſt of all when we are upon our knees 
humbly imploring his mercy upon our Parlia- 
ment and Nation. 


I have lamented, ſays the Biſhop, during vet. II. 
my whole life that I ſaw ſo little true zeal a- pag. 638. 


our Clergy. I faw much of it in the 
of the Church of Rome; tho? it is both 


M directed, and ill conducted. I fow much 


zeal likewiſe throughout the foreign Churches. 
The Diſſenters have a great deal among them. 
But I muſt own that the main body of our 
Clergy has always appear'd dead and lifeleſs to 
me; and inſtead of animating one another, they 
ſeem rather to lay one another Without 
a viſible alteration in this you will fall under an 
univerſal contempt, and loſe both the credit and 
the fruits of your miniſtry. 


I fay it with great regret, I have obſerved the pag. 641. 


Clergy in all the places through which I have 
travelled, Papiſts, Lutherans, Calviniſts, and 
Diſſenters: But of them all, our Clergy is much 


the moſt remiſs in their labours in private, and 


the leaſt ſevere in their lives. — And let me 
ſay this freely to you, unleſs a better ſpirit 


poſſeſſes the Clergy, Arguments, (and which is 
more) Laws and Authority will not prove ſtrong 


enough to preſerve the Church: eſpecially it the 
| nation 


* 


pag. 644. 


Pag. 645. 


Biſhops than their becoming tools to a court, 


( 80 ) 
nation obſerves a progreſs in that biaſs which 
makes many ſo favourable to Popery, and fo ſe. 
vere towards the Diſſenters. This will recom- 
mend them the more to pity and favour ; and 
will draw a general odium upon you, that may 
end in your ruin, or in a perſecution : for 
which the Clergy of this age ſeem to be 
little prepared : God grant thoſe of the next 
may be more ſv. 

Nothing will alienate the nation more from 


and giving up the liberties of their country, 
Upon the whole matter, Biſhops ought to con- 
ſider, that the honòur given them, and the re- 
venues belonging to them are ſuch rewards for 
former ſervices, and ſuch encouragements to 
on to more labour and diligence, as ought to 
improved as ſo many helps and advantages for 
carrying on the work of the Goſpel, and ther 
heavenly father's buſineſs. 

But if they abandon themſelves to ſloth and 
idleneſs ; if they negle& their proper function, 
and follow a ſecular, a vain, a covetous, or 2 
luxurious courſe of life; if they, not content 
with educating their children well, and with 


ſuch a competency as may ſet them afloat in the 


pag. 646. 


world, think of building up their own houſes, 
and raiſing up great eſtates, they will put the 
world upon many unacceptable enquiries : 
Wherefore is this waſte made? why are theſe 
revenues continued to men who make ſuch an ill 
uſe of them? and why is an Order kept up that 
does the Church fo little good, and gives it fo 

much ſcandal ? | 
do not enter into the ſcandalous practices of 
Non-reſidence and Pluralities, which are ſhel- 
ter'd by ſo many colours of law among us; 
whereas 


( 8x ) 
whereas the Church of Rome, from whence we 
had thoſe and many other abuſes, has freed hey- 
ſelf from this, under which we ftill labour, to 
our great and juſt reproach. . This is ſo ſhame- 
ful a profanation of holy things, that it ought to 
be treated with deteſtation and horror. Do ſuch 
\ men think on the vows they made on their ordi- 
nation, on the Rules in the Scriptures, or on the 
nature of their function, or that it & a Care of 
Souls? How long, how long ſhall this be the 
peculiar diſgrace of our Church: which, for 
aught I know, is the only Okprch in the world 
that tolerates it: So far Biſhop-Burnet. 
J conclude the whole with that ſolemn wiſh of 
my own a ſixth time, which I have already re- 
peated five times before to no purpoſe ; and that I” 
in the ſame words, and with the ſame ſincerity 
as formerly. See Memoirs of Dr. Clarke, 2* 
Edit. pag. 59. O that I might live to ſee that 
happy day here in-Great Britain, when publick 
authority, eccleſiaſtical and ſecular, ſhould de- 
pute a Committee of Learned, Impartial, and 
Pious Men, with this CommiſſMng that they di- 
ligently, freely, and honeſtly examine her pre- 
tent conſtitution, in all irs parts, and bring in 
an unbiaſs'd and unprejudic'd account of her de- 
fects and aberrations, whether in doctrine, wor 
ſhip, or diſcipline of all ſorts, from the primi- 
tive ſtandard ; in order to their effectual corret- 
tion and reformation ! Then would our Sion be 
indeed a prai/? in the earth ; the darling and pat- 
tern of all other proteſtant churches in the world: 
and by ſuch an illuſtrious precedent would ef- 
fectually recommend the like reformation to all 
the other churches, and ſo become the founda- 
tion and center of their unity, love and peace: 
and thereby moſt 8 baſten the coming of 2 pet. ili. 
that 12. 


. 


till it 


and a new 


new and better ſtate of the church here on 


iſe, and that of 


68 


God, 


Lord's moſt ſure prom 
Ver. 13. alſo, we look for new beavens 


that glorious day of 
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